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1. All favour removal of Aurangzeb’s tomb, says
Maharashtra CM
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That time of the year: The Badagas of the Nilgiris celebratmg the Jadayaswamy festlval at Jackanara: village near Kotagiri in Tamll Nadu
on Monday. Eight villages organise a procession to the Jadayaswamy temple and perform a firewalk every year. M. SATHYAMOORTHY
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All favour removal of
Aurangzeb’s tomb,
says Maharashtra CM

IGS Paper I: History |
Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has
said everyone feels Mughal
king Aurangzeb’s tomb in
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar should be removed,
but it has to be done under
the purview of law as the
previous Congress regime

All favour removal of
Aurangzeb’s tomb, says
Maharashtra CM

HeAT fr FF geA FUGT H
a3ft, AgRTST WeH &1 9=

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis has said
everyone feels Mughal king
Aurangzeb’s tomb in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar should be
removed, but it has to be done
under the purview of law as the
previous Congress regime put the
site under ASI’s protection.

put the site under ASI’s Devendra Fadnavis HERTSE & ﬂm Sdg HSuTdI o
protection. T m

Mr. Fadnavis was speak-  need to do it within the fra- hel fo I oferedt % fo
ing at an event here on Sa- mework of the law, be- m‘ GRS ; fRUd Tl HTE
turday night. cause it is a protected site. A S

The site was put under 3FETAT Y Fy geI$ AT AT, AfheT

BJP MP’s demand ASI’s protection during the ’ . ’
BJP’s Satara MP Udayan- Congress regime some 3’@‘ H-Tl?-l‘\?n' E{l‘!ﬁ‘ A Igh I hIAT iﬂ?Tl',
raje Bhosale, a descendant  years back.” Notably, Sa- R .
of Maratha king Chhatrapa-  majwadi Party’s Maharash- FIIfh HET ATHT & ERTeT 3"@'
ti Shivaji Maharaj, had tra MLA Abu Asim Azmi’s . .
sought the removal of Au- remarks eulogising Mughal W}“é' (ASI) & |I&TOT A 3@T 3141 4Tl

rangzeb’s tomb located in
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar district.

emperor Aurangzeb re-
cently kicked up a row.
Mr. Azmi was last week

e Mr. Fadnavis was speaking at an event on

Asked about Mr. Bho- suspended from the Maha- Saturday night.
sale’s demand, Mr. Fadna-  rashtra legislative assemb- sy ggordir yfSaR 0 v FRFHF & AT @ T
vis said, “We all also want  ly till the end of the budget

the same thing, but you

session on March 26.

BJP MP’s demand
disrdY |iEe v AT
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o« BJP’s Satara MP Udayanraje Bhosale, a descendant of Maratha king Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj, had sought the removal of Aurangzeb’s tomb located in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar district.

Aot & FART FEE IETATS HEA, ST AWST AT ST RGN 7GRS F qAST 8, ¥
SAYTY THTSIR forer & U 3iRarste &Y e geret v #ver dr 2|

e Asked about Mr. Bhosale’s demand, Mr. Fadnavis said, “We all also want the same
thing, but you need to do it within the framework of the law, because it is a protected
site.

st e Y ART N AT (S ST R, 4t G0 1 g, g1 T TgT A8 &, Afehet 38
FTeTelt G # FAT g1, FA R Tg WRT T B

e "The site was put under ASI’s protection during the Congress regime some years
back.”

"UE TI FS ATel Tgol FIAH ATHT & SRIeT TTHINTE (ASI) F HI&TT 7 @M Irr 7"

¢ Notably, Samajwadi Party’s Maharashtra MLA Abu Asim Azmi’s remarks
eulogising Mughal emperor Aurangzeb recently kicked up a row.

TiRcers & T waTorard) gt & wgRTeg faremae i A et S@rT Ferer wHIE
RS T TAAT F ITel T o g1 &) 7 f3a1e @sr # f&m)

e Mr. Azmi was last week suspended from the Maharashtra legislative assembly till
the end of the budget session on March 26.

it 3o A Ao gearg AgRse R & Asfaa w2 f&ar = ar, 26 AR a& a9
T GATCT g1 dF |
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Jumbo spectacle
[ —

Tusk to task: Anayottam (elephant race) in progress as part of the festival at Sreekrishna Temple in Guruvayur on Monday. K.K.NAJEEB

|GS Paper I: A&C |

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. Vanuatuan PM orders cancellation of passport issued to
fugitive Lalit Modi

AIIHTE & FITH o 33N AT A FT WG TEg FIA HT

e fer

2. Calcutta HC judge Joymalya Bagchi elevated to top
court
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FeTehdl g15 HIC & +ATATENT SITAHAT a0 FoIeT FIE H
Gledd

New Delhi considers restoring High Commissioner to
Canada to reset ties

7§ oot HaTeT A ITaFd TETd F W RAR F @Y
HaHT H guRA F AT

Lok Sabha to discuss President’s Rule in Manipur,
approve Budget

eharsT ATOTYY & Irsgufa amwer W == F30, F97e F A
&y

‘Indonesia has not decided on buying missiles from
BrahMos’

‘SR F gEANT F FRaET T W e g haar a8
frar @

. The Indian university and the search for a V-C

AR fareafaerery 3R Ferafa At fagfFa v ufsrar

. An India-U.S. trade agreement and the test of WTO laws

HRA-TART AR FHASIAT 3R WTO Fiegar i qdiatm

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248

Page6

Website : patrioticias.in .


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

Patriofic

w

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Vanuatuan PM orders cancellation of passport issued to
fugitive Lalit Modi

AIIATE & GITA o NS AfT A FT THIIE TGg FIA HT HATCRA

fer

Vanuatuan PM orders cancellation of
passport issued to fugitive Lalit Modi

NEW DELHI

The Prime Minister of the
Pacific island nation Van-
uatu, Jotham Napat, on
Monday ordered the can-
cellation of the passport
that his government had is-
sued to fugitive billionaire
Lalit Modi. The decision
came days after the Minis-
try of External Affairs
(MEA) confirmed that Mr.
Modi had sought cancella-
tion of his Indian passport.

“I have instructed the
Citizenship Commission to
immediately begin pro-
ceedings to cancel Mr. Mo-
di’s Vanuatu passport,” Mr.
Napat said in a media re-
lease.

He said that the Vanua-
tuan passport for Mr. Mo-

GS Pager Il: FIPIC
di, wanted in India for fi-

nancial frauds, was issued
after “all standard back-
ground checks, including
Interpol screenings” and
they went ahead with
granting it to Mr. Modi after
it was found that “Interpol
had twice rejected India’s
requests to issue an alert
notice on Mr. Modi due to
lack of substantive judicial
evidence”.

Mr. Modi is wanted in In-
dia but has lived out of the
country since 2010.

Soon after the announ-
cement of the Vanuatuan
government, Mr. Modi
posted a message on X
along with videos and pho-
tos of his visit to Vanuatu.
“Vanuatu (is) a beautiful
country. You must put on
your bucket list. Away from

Lalit Modi

all the pollution and noise.
Truly heavenly country,”
said Mr. Modi in the
message.

Last week, the MEA con-
firmed that Mr. Modi had
reached out to the Indian
High Commission in the
U.K. seeking cancellation
of his Indian passport. “It
is learnt that Mr. Lalit Modi
has made an application
for surrender of his pass-

port at the High Commis-
sion of India in London.
The same will be examined
in light of extant rules and
procedures. We are also gi-
ven to understand that he
has acquired citizenship of
Vanuatu. We continue to
pursue the case against
him as required under
law,” said Official Spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal on
March 7.

Vanuatu has been part
of India’s Indo-Pacific di-
plomacy in recent years
and the island nation con-
stitutes a part of the Forum
for India-Pacific Islands
Cooperation (FIPIC) under
which India provides deve-
lopment assistance to the
island states scattered in
the Pacific Ocean. FIPIC
was launched in 2014

The Prime Minister of the Pacific island nation Vanuatu, Jotham

Napat, on Monday ordered the cancellation of the passport that his

government had issued to fugitive billionaire Lalit Modi.

YR AFTARR gAY ST AFITE F TUAHAT FIYHA ATIIE F WHAIR $Y a3

3R aferd A w1 SR fFT 7T I Y Iqg Fe 7 3meer |
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o The decision came days after the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) confirmed that
Mr. Modi had sought cancellation of his Indian passport.

Ig AT F5 fott a1e 3 S fager Farera (MEA) & e # 1 o 7 & aroey sl
TIAGIE T TG8 Hlal T I fHam |

o ‘I have instructed the Citizenship Commission to immediately begin proceedings to
cancel Mr. Modi’s Vanuatu passport,” Mr. Napat said in a media release.

"Her FrarRaar amaer i forder R & fF & qia At o wY 30 s A &1 arpang
qRI9IE 358 Y, At ATaTe o v HfEar a3 7 Fa

e He said that the Vanuatuan passport for Mr. Modi, wanted in India for financial
frauds, was issued after all standard background checks, including Interpol
screenings.

3egiot et foh sTRe 3 faefer ehamerst & wrerlt F it 4 7 1 awegane qraae weft
ATt os3f S, forerst Sexarer Thifeler eanfaer 8, & are S foma arar o)

e They went ahead with granting it to Mr. Modi after it was found that Interpol had twice
rejected India’s requests to issue an alert notice on Mr. Modi due to lack of
substantive judicial evidence.

Segio A A Y qrearE S R, Fife gexuer A &Y IR AR F IR F GRS F
feram & a1g hgd g o waied ~a1Rde W Et &

e Mr. Modi is wanted in India but has lived out of the country since 2010.

MAADN T A qRTE IFT7 2010 AT A IR @R T

e Soon after the announcement of the Vanuatuan government, Mr. Modi posted a
message on X along with videos and photos of his visit to Vanuatu.

TS TSN Y EINOTT & i a18, A AN F X (EReR) W o wger ave B 3R e
aregae 2R & S ik awdy wm=m i

e “Vanuatu is a beautiful country. You must put it on your bucket list. Away from all
the pollution and noise. Truly a heavenly country,” said Mr. Modi in the message.

"FITHTE TF GagId 3 81 5§ A9t gahe foree # I anfdrer w31 78 wguor i R a ¥
¥ areda # v Faeffa qer " AN A o 3o wer A Fal

e Last week, the MEA confirmed that Mr. Modi had reached out to the Indian High
Commission in the U.K. seeking cancellation of his Indian passport.

o aodeg, MEA & gfte #Y i o A1 & &, F sl soamaer @ @ fmar a1 3
39 AT ITHAIE Y GG FTe BT Heqrer o 4|
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o ‘ltis learnt that Mr. Lalit Modi has made an application for surrender of his passport
at the High Commission of India in London. The same will be examined in light of
extant rules and procedures,” said Official Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal on
March 7.

"I IaT T § fF & afea A F s A AR 3TErer # 39s a9 F aE S
¥ T amadeer frar &1 39 T s 3 withasit & sreqam st seen, snfawRE
YadT T0TER FATIHAT of 7 AT F FgTl

e “We are also given to understand that he has acquired citizenship of Vanuatu. We
continue to pursue the case against him as required under law,” he added.

"gH Ig of ST Felt B o 3eier aregang Y AreTRaeT WTee #1 A ¥l 9 Sl & dgd
3o AT ATHET SR W@, o5 FeT |

o Vanuatu has been part of India’s Indo-Pacific diplomacy in recent years and the
island nation constitutes a part of the Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation
(FIPIC).

aAIATE §1e1 & Tt 7 ST 1 32)-HfAfver e #1 v w1 § 317 78 gdia wse vRa
wR 33aT- AP argelsw R (FIPIC) T HeTT &

e Under FIPIC, India provides development assistance to the island states scattered
in the Pacific Ocean.

FIPIC & a8, #Re Welid AR &t g g2 Y fasr werarar vare s3ar ¢

e FIPIC was launched in 2014.
FIPIC Y [¥31Te 2014 # g§ 4|
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Calcutta HC judge
Joymalya Bagchi

elevated to top court

GS Paper lI:

1JUdiciary

NEW DELHI

The Centre notified the
President’s appointment of
Justice Joymalya Bagchi of
the Calcutta High Court as
a Supreme Court judge on
Monday.

Justice Bagchi is in line
to be the Chief Justice of In-
dia in 2031. The Supreme
Court Collegium had re-
commended his name to
the government for eleva-
tion on March 6.

In its March 6 resolu-
tion, the collegium said
there had not been a Chief
Justice of India from the
Calcutta High Court after
the retirement of Justice Al-
tamas Kabir on July 18,
2013.

Region as criterion
The resolution made it
clear that regional repre-
sentation was as important
a criterion as integrity and
merit in judicial
appointments.

Justice Bagchi will have
a tenure of more than six
years before he assumes
the office of the Chief Jus-
tice of India. By seniority
norm, Justice Bagchi will
take over the office of the
CJI in May 2031 and conti-

Address :
Email Id :

Justice Joymalya Bagchi

nue till his retirement on
October 2, 2031.

The collegium, while ze-
roing in on Justice Bagchi,
had taken into considera-
tion the fact that at pre-
sent, the Bench of the Su-
preme Court was
represented by only one
judge from the Calcutta
High Court, Justice Dipan-
kar Datta.

Justice Bagchi was ap-
pointed judge of the High
Court at Calcutta on June
27, 2011 and transferred to
the Andhra Pradesh High
Court on January 4, 2021.
He was repatriated to the
Calcutta High Court on No-
vember 8, 2021 and has
been functioning there
since then. He has served
as a judge of the High
Court for more than 13
years.

Calcutta HC judge Joymalya
Bagchi elevated to top court

FoTehdl &TS Pic & ~grgrefier
STaHEAT arert goieT FIE A
qeleoTdd

The Centre notified the President’s
appointment of Justice Joymalya
Bagchi of the Calcutta High Court as
a Supreme Court judge on Monday.

Fg TFR o TSI GaRT FoehdT §15
P F FRTENT ATTH AT IR HY
WHAR I A FIE F sqrmefier F &
# forgera & o JrfargEe s A

. Justice Bagchiis in line to be the Chief
Justice of India in 2031.

ST arerlt 2031 F SR & FET FAraTedier
qda T FaR H T

. The Supreme Court Collegium
recommended his name for elevation on March
6

s Y& TS ¥ 6 77 Y 5oy o Y
Tt & fore Rrwrier & ot

. In its March 6 resolution, the collegium
said there had not been a Chief Justice of India
from the Calcutta High Court after the retirement
of Justice Altamas Kabir on July 18, 2013.
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Region as criterion
ST YR TF AAES

e Theresolution made it clear that regional representation was as important a
criterion as integrity and merit in judicial appointments.

yEaTa 7 Faee o o B i wfafafaes sh 7l et & Sameerd sl aeaar
fSre € Agcayet AeEs B

e Justice Bagchi will have a tenure of more than six years before he assumes the
office of the Chief Justice of India.

AT AT & U R F HET FATATERT T ¢ FHTS @ gl 55 a¥ § 1o &7
SHTAhTer T |

e By seniority norm, Justice Bagchi will take over the office of the CJI in May 2031
and continue till his retirement on October 2, 2031.

aRsadT & e & HTAR, FArIHfS 9T 7S 2031 F HRA F HET ~ATATERN FT 9 70T
F49 3 2 3rFgaT 2031 F AarfAgd gt

e The collegium, while zeroing in on Justice Bagchi, had taken into consideration the
fact that at present, the Bench of the Supreme Court was represented by only one
judge from the Calcutta High Court, Justice Dipankar Datta.

FIATAIH F It TRTR B AT TAT §H TLT FT €A1 F @1 B qdawwer & gl w1¢
&1 15 # FerhdT §18 FIC ¥ Fao T warareier, =R it g, #1 sfafaftea 3

e Justice Bagchi was appointed judge of the High Court at Calcutta on June 27,
2011, and transferred to the Andhra Pradesh High Court on January 4, 2021.

FATefet ATaTe HY 27 A 2011 FY Feldhal g18 HIE 1 warareiier fagea B mar ar sk 4
STad 2021 FY Y Y2 8T8 HIE A TUHAIGRT HT T84T 17 2T)

e He was repatriated to the Calcutta High Court on November 8, 2021, and has been
functioning there since then.

3¢ 8 AGaY 2021 ) Felhdl 8T8 HIC & aTIH AT 3471 3 a9 ¥ F TE FRRA &1
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e He has served as ajudge of the High Court for more than 13 years.

3egiet 13 ISt @ 310F AT d& &5 FIC H ~ararefier & T A qar dr 2

New Delhi considers restoring High
Commissioner to Canada to reset ties

A new Canadian PM spells reset opportunity for ties hit by Nijjar killing, say former Indian, Canadian diplomats; last week,

PM-designate Carney spoke of ‘opportunities to rebuild’ ties with India as Canada diversifies trade ties amid Trump’s tariffs

[GS Paper Il: India-Canada |

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he government is
I considering restor-
ing a High Commis-

sioner to Canada, sources
said, in signs that the exit
of Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau from of-
fice could signal a thaw in
bilateral ties that have been
virtually frozen since 2023
over the Nijjar case. Cana-
dian Security Intelligence
Service (CSIS) chief Daniel
Rogers is set to visit India
next week to attend a
meeting of intelligence
chiefs in Delhi.

The meeting will be the
first such since the heated,
extended exchange over
the case between Indian
and Canadian national se-
curity teams headed by Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and his Canadian
counterpart in Singapore
last October.

According to sources,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs has discussed possible
candidates to replace pre-
vious High Commissioner
to Canada Sanjay Kumar

Outgoing PM: Justin Trudeau speaking during the Liberal
leadership announcement in Ottawa, Ontario, on Sunday. Ap

Verma, as the position re-
mains vacant since he was
expelled along with five In-
dian diplomats a few days
after that Singapore meet-
ing. The Trudeau govern-
ment called them “persons
of interest” in the June
2023 killing of Khalistani
separatist leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, but the Modi
government denied all the
charges, and said no evi-
dence has been shared of
the claims, including those
linking Home Minister
Amit Shah to the plot.

New Delhi then with-
drew its diplomats and ex-

pelled six Canadian diplo-
mats including the Acting
High Commissioner in re-
taliation. It is unclear
whether a new Canadian
High Commissioner to In-
dia will be appointed by

the newly elected leader of

the Liberal party and
Prime Minister-designate,
Mark Carney, after he is
sworn in in the next few
weeks, or after Canadian
federal elections are held
later this year, but sources
said “diplomatic move-
ments” are already under-
way.

In addition, both Mr.

Carney and his Conserva-
tive Party rival Pierre Pol-
lievre have indicated they
would like to rework ties
with India.

Last week, Mr. Carney
said there were “opportun-
ities to rebuild relation-
ships with India” as Cana-
da diversifies trade ties in
the wake of tensions with
U.S. President Donald
Trump over tariffs. “There
needs to be a shared sense
of values around that com-
mercial relationship [with
India]. If I am Prime Minis-
ter, I look forward to the
opportunity to build that,”
he said at a public event in
Calgary.

Diplomats meeting

Some former diplomats
from Delhi and Ottawa
have met in the past few
months for Track 2 discus-
sions on how to rebuild ties
that have skidded downhill
since September 2023,
when Mr. Trudeau an-
nounced in Parliament
that Indian “government
agents” were suspected to
have orchestrated the kill-
ing of Nijjar outside a gurd-

wara in Brampton. They
have said Mr. Trudeau’s de-
parture is an opportunity
for the relationship.
“Given the existential
crisis Canada faces from
Trump, India has to be an
important piece of Cana-
da’s diversification strate-
gy. The lowest hanging
fruit is the speedy return of
High Commissioners to
both capitals,” said former
High Commissioner to Ca-
nada Vikas Swarup.
Former Canadian diplo-
mat David McKinnon, who
served in Delhi, con-
curred, while noting that
the Nijjar case is now be-
fore the courts, and there
would be some “twists and
turns” in the trial that
could still affect ties.
“Given his background,
I would like to think Mark
Carney will be inclined to
engage in international re-
lations more thoughtfully
and quietly. But he is com-
pletely untested in the pol-
itical realm, of course, and
he will be relying on much
of the same party appara-
tus that served Justin Tru-
deau as leader,” he added.

New Delhi considers restoring High Commissioner to Canada

to reset ties

7§ feeelt FaATsT # ITagF ToTdl Fa ) AR FT W g wauy Hr

FURA & foaw
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A new Canadian PM spells a reset opportunity for ties hit by the Nijjar
killing, say former Indian and Canadian diplomats.

TT FATSE TUTHAHA & FIAHR THTS ¥ e g1 A § yfaa gaut
Y GURA FT T AT Tl ¢, VAT qF HRAT IR FATSTS TTARABT FT
FET 2

e Last week, PM-designate Mark Carney spoke of opportunities to rebuild ties with
India as Canada diversifies trade ties amid Trump’s tariffs.

oo g0, TUTTHN-ATTAT ATH FTelt o1 TR & AT FIUT FY T F AT FIA F HT@
I ST Y, FITh FatrsT 27 HY NG NAAT & iy sarar gaut F1 AT F:1 @ e

e The government is considering restoring a High Commissioner to Canada, sources
said, indicating that the exit of PM Justin Trudeau could signal a thaw in bilateral ties.

AIHR FaATsT H ITARFA T6TT H3a W AR FT @, FAl o8 378, 0@ Hevel fferar
¢ & geuressh Sif¥est 72) & ug olsa & 918 gfaveiiy el & GuR Wea ) whaT |

e Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) chief Daniel Rogers is set to visit
India next week to attend a meeting of intelligence chiefs in Delhi.

FITSTS Y& GRAAT FaT (CSIS) wog@ 3fararer A 31arel Hears el 7 givar wogat Hir
dow #F amr AR & AT AR I T B

e This will be the first such meeting since the heated exchange over the Nijjar case
between Indian and Canadian national security teams in Singapore last October.

Ig ggelt ¥t doa geft it fsert AT WX ARt iR wersts el gRaT e & i
e srergar 1 R # g el a0 & a6 &1 W 8

e The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has discussed possible candidates to replace
former High Commissioner to Canada, Sanjay Kumar Verma, whose position has
remained vacant since his expulsion in 2023.

fareer FaTer T (MEA) & I8 3Tarad o1 FAR qAT & TIT W Fenfaa 3efigary o ==
&, foreTerT U 2023 # forsshTdeT & 1g & @rel) IT &

e The Trudeau government expelled Verma and five Indian diplomats, calling them
"persons of interest" in the June 2023 killing of Khalistani separatist leader
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

T3 AIEHR A W FAR TAT AR 91 AR Torafat it frsamfa B, 3¢ " &
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e

e The Modi government denied all the charges, stating that no evidence was
provided, including claims linking Home Minister Amit Shah to the plot.

I FIHR A 3o wfl IR A @R 7, 7€ el gU o g wiforer @ [ &0 ofara
AATE Y AN FT IS T T eI (4T AT

o Inretaliation, New Delhi withdrew its diplomats and expelled six Canadian
diplomats, including the Acting High Commissioner.

STarel ars H, 71§ el & 3r9er TsrerfAal Ht araw gerr forar iR FrfawF sTagEFa
AT BF FSIE TSI AB! ) FShIiAT FT T

e ltis unclear whether a new Canadian High Commissioner to India will be appointed
before or after the federal elections later this year.

Ig TIC +E1 & T harst & Ty FoATal ¥ ggo AT d7€ A HRA A 74T FAS$ STAGFA
fargerar T sream|

o However, sources indicate that "diplomatic movements" are already underway.

glelifeh, AT & ITAN, " Tt afafaftra ggar @ & et ghr 8

o Both Mark Carney and his Conservative Party rival, Pierre Poilievre, have indicated
their desire to rework ties with India.

A1 ett 3R ST ot et wfaad R dgfvat diett o ST & AT e A g
TR e Y 30T g d #r 2

e Last week, Mr. Carney said there were opportunities to rebuild relationships with
India, as Canada diversifies trade amid tensions with U.S. President Donald Trump
over tariffs.

Ooer g7d, Y FTelt A g1 FF R F W FaruT F T F AT A F T §, Fi1h
TeATST IANAT Teufy eres v A NG Afaat & e samar ) AfFerar g w3 @1

e “There needs to be a shared sense of values around that commercial relationship with
India. If I am Prime Minister, | look forward to the opportunity to build that,” said Mr.
Carney in Calgary.

"R & AT AT FauT # AT Heal Y 3Taegshar §1 IR 3 geras = =, at ¥ 54
HST FLeA T IHAAT AT, AT FTedf o Frerardt 7 7|
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Diplomats meeting
TSI $ do

e Some former diplomats from Delhi and Ottawa have met in the past few months for
Track 2 discussions on how to rebuild ties that have deteriorated since September
2023.

feeelt 3k 3erar & Fo qF TRF A Voo F& 7R 7 ¢F 2 arat H1 §, a1l 75
HHST ST & T fdaw 2023 F a1g @ fers e’ 1 F{ gurr s

e In September 2023, PM Justin Trudeau announced in Parliament that Indian
"government agents" were suspected to have orchestrated the killing of Nijjar
outside a gurdwara in Brampton.

fdaw 2023 #, weneret Sf¥ee T3 & Hwe A \yor @y foh SR " EFH velel” W
3R ¥ 3 3og1ot doaea # Uah Toaan & aTeT oo 1 g $ |rforer W

e They have said Mr. Trudeau’s departure is an opportunity for the relationship.

3+giet FeT o o 231 F1 ug Sz gfauely weut F v v saes B

o “Given the existential crisis Canada faces from Trump, India has to be an important
piece of Canada’s diversification strategy,” said former High Commissioner to
Canada Vikas Swarup.

"G HATST £ & FROT HTcAed Hhe T AHAT T 6T §, FATAT HR HATST HY
fRafaeheor wrEifa &1 v Fgcayet v e oifte,” qF FamEE sTage few e
SeTl

e Thelowest-hanging fruit is the speedy return of High Commissioners to both
capitals, he added.

3giel gl [ WaH HTHT FHEH a1 o St el it Terenfaat # Sog F SFog seargaral
F) IgTell Y AT

e Former Canadian diplomat David McKinnon, who served in Delhi, agreed but noted
that the Nijjar case is now before the courts, and there would be some "twists and
turns” in the trial that could still affect ties.

el a1 @ 9 Fersté UereiRe 3RS dAwfaee o geAta oA, feT o e
fsoR AT 319 rgTea # 8, 31N 39 AFeA # w3 A3 37 G ¢, Y waHT H ganfaa
g
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e “Given his background, | would like to think Mark Carney will be inclined to engage
in international relations more thoughtfully and quietly,” he said.

"3eTohT ESHA FI AW §U, S T ¢ T A FAT AT Fareit 1 A -

AT AT oaifa @ A, 3wl FeET

e But he added that Carney is completely untested in the political realm and will be
relying on much of the same party apparatus that served Justin Trudeau.

AftheT 3egiet I8 o gl  Fil Toreifos A R A Fav iR e e daza W
fovelt Team Y wger sif¥eet g3t 1 wHde I qHFT

Lok Sabha to discuss President’s
Rule in Manipur, approve Budget

GS Paper II: Parliament |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha will have an
hour-long discussion on
the statutory resolution
seeking approval of the
proclamation of Presi-
dent’s Rule in Manipur.

A meeting of the House
Business Advisory Com-
mittee, chaired by Speaker
Om Birla on Monday, de-
cided on the discussion.

Manipur is currently un-
der President’s Rule and
Parliament will have to ap-
prove its Budget. Earlier on

Monday, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman tabled
the Manipur Budget for
2025-26 in the Lok Sabha,
earmarking an expendi-
ture of ¥35,103.9 crore, up
from %32,656.81 crore in
this financial year. The
Budget discussions will

start from Tuesday and
they have been clubbed
with the debates on the se-
cond batch of Supplemen-
tary Demands for Grants
for 2024-25 and the De-
mands for Excess Grants
for 2021-22 and six hours
have been allotted for it.

Lok Sabha to discuss President’s Rule in Manipur, approve

Budget

ANHEHT ATOTYY 7 AT ATHT I =T F9, To7e HY FASL ot
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The Lok Sabha will have an hour-long discussion on the statutory
resolution seeking approval of the proclamation of President’s Rule in
Manipur.

e AFOTYR 7 Iegufer arwer it giyon w #AS{ &R F AT v g dr =
ST

e« A meeting of the House Business Advisory Committee, chaired by Speaker Om Birla
on Monday, decided on the discussion.

mﬁmnmwﬁmmﬁmmﬁgémﬁmmaﬁﬁaﬁ
o7 & 59 T W Aoy forar =)

e Manipur is currently under President’s Rule, and Parliament will have to approve
its Budget.

AT ad#TeT 7 Tegufa At F Irefler 8, 3N HHG Y SHEHT qoie HT FIAT 31|

¢ On Monday, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the Manipur Budget for
2025-26 in the Lok Sabha, earmarking an expenditure of ¥35,103.9 crore, up from
¥32,656.81 crore in this financial year.

Hrar F, e w5 fster dareror 3 dewwsm & AfrqT F1 2025-26 FT e 997 B,
S a# £35,103.9 FAT & I T TGN fhT 3137, St 37 3T a¥ & 32,656.81 F+NT A
EeC

e Budget discussions will start from Tuesday and will be clubbed with the debates
on:

roTe R it FTCTAR W 4 g iR 2R PR at & e ST e,

o Second batch of Supplementary Demands for Grants for 2024-25
2024-25 & T 3rgare Y g@l 1 A
o Demands for Excess Grants for 2021-22
2021-22 ¥ forw srfafera sreqemat Fr Ay
e Six hours have been allotted for these discussions.

31 T3 & T Tl o7 6 F1 gAT AuTRe frar g
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‘Indonesia has not decided on
buying missiles from BrahMos

Indonesia has not yet made a decision on buying
missiles from BrahMos Aerospace in India, a
spokesperson at the country’s Defence Ministry
said on Monday. Multiple missile systems are
being considered by Indonesia, not just those
from BrahMos, spokesperson Frega Wenas said
after Indonesia’s Defence Minister met with his
counterpart from Vietnam. BrahMos, a company
co-owned by the Indian and Russian
governments, had said in 2023 that it was in
advanced discussions with Jakarta on a deal
worth $200 million to $350 million. “For now it
is one of our considerations to review, but I
cannot give an official statement when there’s no
formal contract,” the spokesperson said. reuters

9
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Indonesia has not decided on
buying missiles from BrahMos’

‘FSATAYT of FTEAT A AT Wlgar
9T 373ft g haer €Y AT @

Indonesia has not yet made a decision
on buying missiles from BrahMos
Aerospace in India, a spokesperson at
the country’s Defence Ministry said on
Monday.

SATAAT 7 3r3ft TF HRT A TERNH TIATIH
¥ s wlies &1 #Ig vy w76t o &,
g 919 HIHTR HT SSATAAT F &I AATGT &
YaedT o el

. Multiple missile systems are being considered by
Indonesia, not just those from BrahMos, spokesperson
Frega Wenas said after Indonesia’s Defence Minister
met with his counterpart from Vietnam.

AT F AT yonferat uT fFaR FT W &, Fao FTeRqH & 7Y, Ig a1 TaFdr e
AT = T ! ST SEATNAT & &I HA F AT F 39 THFET { HATHTA Y|

¢ BrahMos, a company co-owned by the Indian and Russian governments, had said
in 2023 that it was in advanced discussions with Jakarta on a deal worth $200 million

to $350 million.

TEAN, S ARAT AR T TEFRT F FFFT TR arell FI1 8, o1 2023 7 Fgr A7 fF a5
$200 fAfaTsT @ $350 AT F Tie W FTFET & Y 370 TAT H ¢
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e “For now, it is one of our considerations to review, but | cannot give an official
statement when there’s no formal contract,” the spokesperson said.

"Rererer, I gAR Al AwTal F @ v B, AfFeT 59 aF P13 sgaRe e @
T, A 15 TR a2meT g1 & Fehat," Tk o FeT|

The Indian university and the search for a V-C

S Paper Il: Education Sector

here have been reservations expressed

from various quarters on the Draft

University Grants Commission

(Minimum Qualifications for
Appointment and Promotion of Teachers and
Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and
Measures for the Maintenance of Standards in
Higher Education) Regulations, 2025, that have
been published for discussion.

The main reservations pertain to the
regulations that indicate the method of
appointment of Vice-Chancellors and the
broadening of experience prescribed. Both need
to be distinguished from the point of view of
dynamic elements in a fast-changing federal
polity as well as the legal precedents that arise
from a catena of decisions by the Supreme Court
of India. This article examines both issues in
context.

A lesser role for the State executive

First, it must be noted that the Court has
considerably reduced the role of the State
executive in the selection of Vice-Chancellors
(V-C) of State-funded universities. Many States
continue to have their nominees in the
search-cum-selection committees under such
provisions in the State statutes. The Court has
consistently and categorically ruled that the State
executive should have no role either with the
process or the recommendation leading to the
appointment to be made by the Chancellor. This
has been necessitated by the co-validity of the
UGC’s 2018 regulations (which mandated only its
representative in the selection committee)
leading to interpretations by States that the rest of
the composition could continue as per the State
legislations.

In Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State Of
Gujarat (2019), Sonali Chakravarti Banerjee
(2022), Professor (Dr.) Sreejith P.S vs Dr. Rajasree
M.S. (2022) and Dr. Premachandran Keezhoth and
Anr. vs The Chancellor Kannur University and Ors.
(2023), the Court has enunciated that members of
the State executive shall not be members of the
search-cum-selection committee and evidence of
such influence would invalidate the process, ab
initio void, irrespective of whether the appointee
was qualified or not. The resultant draft
regulations of 2025 limit the search-cum-selection
committee to highly qualified persons who have
held the office of V-C or equivalent, to be
nominated by the Chancellor of the university,
the executive body of the university and the UGC.
The Statutes of the Central Universities also
reveal a similar pattern — where the nominees of
the Visitor of the University and the UGC, and not
the officers or representatives of the central

executive, conduct the selection. Nevertheless,
the State executives have a point that State
universities are largely a product of statute of the
State Legislatures and that a majority of their
funds and efforts have been provided by the State
executive. Their mandate also involves regional
development and provincial priorities in research
and advancement. They have to necessarily feed
of Kerala Agricultural the State innovation ecosystem and work in
University, Thrissur, tandem with the government scientific and
Kerala development establishment. The central
universities enrol far too low to meet
requirements while private universities could be
priced out of the reach of many.

B. Ashok

is the Vice-Chancellor

Options to consider
In this context, there are two ways to look at the
difficulties stated.

Alternatively, the representative of the
university executive can be a consensus
candidate who is informally approved by the
State executive which is amply represented in the
university executive. From the present judicial
precedent, it cannot be a government officer or a
person who enjoys the direct patronage of the
government. A suitably independent and former
eminent academic who is also acceptable to the
government could well be nominated by the
University executive.

However, it is clear that in the light of the
Kannur University case and the Sreejith case of
APJ Abdul Kalam Technological University that
the powers to consider the short-listing and
recommendation of a name or a re-appointment
will have to remain away from the State or central
executive which is important in preserving the
requisite neutrality and impartiality required of
the high office of the V-C.

A second option could be - should the UGC
consider it to be appropriate - to allow the State
executive to nominate one member to the
search-cum-selection committee in addition to
the member representing the University
executive. In the process of making the
search/selection, political personalities tend to
have the view that the nominees would echo their
master’s voice.

In the experience of this writer, this is not the
case and the august members tend to air
sufficiently independent and reasoned views.

The UGC's draft
regulations
reflect the view
that there
needs to be a
reinvention of

university They do not parrot extraneous views that are
guvcmaflcc _ unsupported by the record. Here again, the
an idea that the non_)inee could be slipula_ted to be_a} former V-C or
larger equivalent and not enjoying a position of

; : patronage as required of advisers serving the
university Union Public Service Commission. Either way, it
community should not be too difficult to factor in the

must support concerns of the State executives and make the

| process wholesome and well-participated from

the State’s perspective. It is best to avoid a
collision course.

The second question which involves the
indication to broaden the field of experience of
prospective V-Cs to academically eminent
persons who are experienced with public policy,
government, the public sector and private sector
industry, need not raise eyebrows. It was a norm
followed in the past which took second place
between 2010 and 2018 when there was a
‘scriptural reading’ of the 2010 UGC regulations.
Many courts, most notably the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court, took restrictive views of
the prescribed qualification, limiting it to 10 years
of professorship or even teaching experience.

The outlook must change

Post-tertiary education, highly cited and indexed
publications, a notable articulation of visionary
insights, high communication skills, an ability to
network and team work, presentability,
dynamism and proof of diverse intellectual
achievements, and even sporting traits, are
well-established international norms that are
looked into in the search for V-Cs. Various men
and women of eminence have graced the high
academic office, reflecting their wealth of
experience gained in parliaments, from public
diplomacy, industry, international organisations,
public service, non-university institutional
research, work in the voluntary sector, from
creative writing, the performing arts, music and
even sport in India and abroad.

Excellence and eminence are not restricted to
academic departments and colleges any more.
Restricting the field of choosing a V-C to the
teaching or research professions alone would not
be appropriate in a context of rapid change and
the dire need to reinvent the Indian university.
Pulling down stereotyped shibboleths and
rebuilding with considerable re-imagination call
for original thinking, critical analysis, advocacy,
networking and team-working skills. As
researcher Amanda Goodall (author of Socrates
in the Boardroom) argued, it is not enough that a
V-C is modelled after Socrates, mostly absorbed
in deep thought. The days of narcissistic, isolated
glory of the university enterprise is long over. The
winning university of tomorrow needs to be
innovative and business-like as well as deeply
philosophical. This calls for considerably liberal
gateways for leadership positions. The UGC has
rightly attempted it, true to purpose, and the
same needs the support of the university
community now.

The views expressed are personal

The Indian university and the search for a V-C
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Reservations have been expressed from various quarters on the Draft
University Grants Commission (UGC) Regulations, 2025, which have
been published for discussion.

TS & FAHlET I 2025 W F§ Tai garT Irafat rarg 7§ §, o =
& forw gt foram arm §1

The main concerns relate to the method of appointment of Vice-Chancellors (V-C)
and the broadening of experience criteria.

& Jraferar Ferafadt (V-C) Fr frgfFa v aftean 3ik sreqerg aeest & Rear @ 539 8

These issues need to be examined from the perspective of a fast-changing federal
polity and the legal precedents set by the Supreme Court of India.

T FGET T Aol ¥ agerad T B 3R FoeT FIE & et bwrall & dest A @r e
Euy

A lesser role for the State executive

T FrTfoT 1 @iffe s

The Supreme Court has significantly reduced the role of the State executive in the
selection of Vice-Chancellors (V-Cs) of State-funded universities.

FAA FIE A ToT THR Y (AT F1 freafezreat & Faafat (v-C) Hr AgfFa & sy
e w3 Rar ?)

Many States still have their nominees in the search-cum-selection committees, but
the Court has ruled against this practice.

F$ Al & 91w 3reft oft 3oy moiforer safdFa wraer wfafaat F anfrer @xa & e gofar
FIE A S TAT Y 3rder IR AT

The UGC’s 2018 regulations mandated that only its representative should be part of
the selection committee, limiting State influence.

et & 2018 ¥ forast & Ig ifevard foham ara ar T shaer I #1 wfafafer aae
wfafa 7 anfarer &), o aa Uo7 TR 1 yerra AT g1 S|

The Supreme Court’s decisions in key cases have upheld that State executives
should not be part of the search committee. These include:

AT FIE & 78 ATl 7 favky e & vow R F sfamRat # oo afafa w1 e
TG TATIAT SATAT AR 3T AT 7 anfAer &
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Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State Of Gujarat (2019)

Sonali Chakravarti Banerjee case (2022)

Professor (Dr.) Sreejith P.S vs Dr. Rajasree M.S. (2022)

Dr. Premachandran Keezhoth vs The Chancellor, Kannur University (2023)

o The Draft UGC Regulations 2025 propose that only highly qualified individuals who
have served as V-Cs or equivalent can be nominated to the selection committee.

et Fler fraer 2025 F IR, Fae & safad § @ wfafa & aifda fre s
foregia Ferafar a1 gareret 9e 9T F1 R 8l

e The Chancellor of the university, the executive body of the university, and the
UGC will be responsible for these nominations.

3T ATl & fore Rreafagarera & Feanfaufy, frafagzmey #r Fied ffem ik
Tl frFser gl

e Central universities follow a similar pattern, where the Visitor (President of India)
and UGC nominees conduct the selection, without interference from the Central
government.

i Rreafeareral # st 28 wfhan sroers seh @, Sr6t Fenforafa (sma ¥ wsgafa) sk
Tl G@RT ATHITHT FEET TIT IFHAT FT HaTeleT FI 8, o foh g TN

e State executives argue that State universities are established by State
Legislatures and are funded largely by State governments.

TS EIEHRT T a% § B T feafaegarey U= Fueasnsit gart e e o §
3R rftrrar faedr werrar U aXaRT garT e @i Jrd! 3|

e These universities are expected to cater to regional development and scientific
research in coordination with State innovation ecosystems.

o1 faeafagrerat & srdam &1 STl § & 3 e e 3tk Senfere sregaeer & ahrere
F{ 3R T FaER TR 79 & 9 gATaT g FL

o Central universities have limited enrollment capacity, and private universities may
not be affordable for many students.

S Rreafiarert # sdter arsraT AT et ¥, 31 Froh Rreafgarert #1 fvam w5 ot
& fore Ageh gy gt &

Options to consider

R F3a JeT [Adea
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The difficulty in V-C appointments can be addressed in two ways.

Ferata $ AR ¥ 2 Ffoarsal Ft & adet F gogmar o wwar

One option is that the representative of the university executive could be a
consensus candidate, informally approved by the State executive.

& faweq 77 § B eafiqarey sier &1 vfafafer ve weafa seflqan &), o
3rettaaTRE ¥/ T FHRAITAST gaRT AL & ATe|

However, as per judicial precedents, this representative cannot be a government
officer or a person under direct government patronage.

TRl Teh, =TT TAETE & TR, T8 YTl HE THrY ISR et 8 Feher 3R
& TIHR & TeF&T TRT0T  Igat Tl Ao &) Tehell 1

A former independent academic with government acceptance could be hominated
by the University executive.

TF g4 Faaq [enfag, O avar Fer w, B Arafearey Frisr garr afaa
T FHaT ¢

The Kannur University case and the Sreegjith case of APJ Abdul Kalam
Technological University have emphasized that:

Fooq fAeafacTa ATFeT AR et sreger Famr wleifahr freafiearea 1 sfisha
ATHAT I8 &2ia & o

o The process of shortlisting and recommendation of a V-C must remain
independent of the State or Central executive.

Forafa #r arefater s Reher 1 wirar vew ar Fig srRofas @ FadT @
IR

A second option is that the UGC could allow the State executive to nominate one
member to the search-cum-selection committee, in addition to the university
executive representative.

~e T Tashed I & T JEitt o Frurfaet w1 oae wfAfa 7 v aevy aifaa wwa
AT &, S Freaferer RERT sfafafer & sfafea &

There is a perception that political nominees may act as mere mouthpieces, but
experience suggests that many independent experts give unbiased opinions.

¥ eron @ B Teeifae Aeifed weva Fad SR & ARt # Qe 8 Afnd s
& IT TorelT & FoF € FarerT et frswat I @ §

This nominee should also be a former V-C or equivalent and should not hold a
position of government patronage.

Ig AAITRT SqTF #ft G Forafer 1 FHFET ElT AT IR I/ FIHR HT TIETOT I AT
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e This balanced approach could address State concerns while ensuring an inclusive
and transparent selection process.

Ig Heferd TReHIT o A Riansit F1 g7 F whar ¢ 3 qrer & v wamaeh 3k areeff
TI=T i glaRaa #1 awar

The outlook must change

AT dgarat Y TaeIHdT

e The proposal to broaden the eligibility criteria for V-C selection to include
academically eminent persons with experience in public policy, government, and
industry should not be controversial.

Forafa T4 & AT Fegar ArEs F) AT T F SEaE, e adafae AT, TR
31T 3E@T F e TER AT wiafaa safFaat wr st enfaer frar o w%, Ramereys 7@
Il TR

o Earlier, from 2010 to 2018, courts such as the Madurai Bench of the Madras High
Court strictly interpreted the 2010 UGC regulations, restricting qualifications to 10
years of professorship or teaching experience.

2010 & 2018 ¥ &, AGTH 3o ~ArATerd $T 7AgY 915 TR F3 srararal o 2010 i
ot it wg1$ & sarear 1, wd Ferafar & forw 10 st A Wikaira ar fraror srqea fir
ot rfevard g a1

o Post-tertiary education, indexed publications, public diplomacy, industry,
international organizations, and even sports are now recognized global norms for
university leadership.

3« Reafagarey Aqea & fov wdfiga IRaw aw

e Excellenceis no longer confined to academic departments alone; restricting V-C
selection to only teaching or research roles is outdated.

SfAsT 319 Fad IrFeaias Fem aw A 7@t §; Hordfa TeT @ ahaer fRrafor ar
T b WA TGAT 319 AT gl & |

e Universities need leaders with critical analysis, networking, teamwork, and
advocacy skills.

freafagameal #1 ¥ dAansit i R § O sreaacAs [Feayor, Aeafdr, dw 3%
3y s faAtor werer gt
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e Amanda Goodall, in her book Socrates in the Boardroom, argues that universities
need leaders who are not just thinkers but also dynamic and business-minded.

IHTST I[ETC A A [EdF FiBHhT 37 § aisverd as fea s Freafemrerat ) ¥ aar
IIRT AT Fad AR & 7¢, afew saraeie ik afaefe siv gl

e The UGC'’s efforts to modernize leadership selection are necessary for the future of
Indian universities, and the academic community must support these reforms.

I G@RT Aed T Y HYfAF Tl T TIH HRAT Freafagzmerat & sfasy & faw
3TaRTF ¢, N VaTOrF FHETT Y 37 GURT FT GAHAT FIAT1 A1RT

An India-US. trade agreement and the test of WTO laws

[GS Paper II: International Bodies |

uring Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
l) brief working visit to the United States,

on February 13, 2025, New Delhi and
Washington agreed to negotiate the first stage of a
mutually beneficial, multi-sector Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) by the fall of 2025. While
economists are busy calculating tariffs and trade
volumes, it is essential to examine this
development through the lens of international
trade law. A significant portion of international
trade law is codified in the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and governed by the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Since both the
U.S. and India are members of the WTO, their
bilateral trade dealings must align with the
standards set by WTO law. This makes the
proposed BTA between the two countries
particularly important. Currently, the scope of
the BTA is unclear. The U.S.-India Joint Leaders
Statement, of February 13, only references a
multi-sector BTA without providing specific
details about its coverage. It is important to note
that this agreement is not labelled as a free trade
agreement (FTA). However, the terminology is
less significant than the actual content of the
agreement.

Free trade agreements

The WTO system operates on the most favoured
nation (MFN) principle, which prohibits
discrimination between trading partners.
Therefore, an FTA that grants preferential access
to certain countries violates the MFN rule,
although countries can still establish FTAs under
specific conditions.

One of these conditions, outlined in Article
XXIV.8(b) of the GATT, requires member
countries to eliminate customs duties and other
trade barriers on “substantially all the trade”
within the FTA. Although the term “substantially
all the trade” is not defined in the agreement, it is

Prabhash Ranjan
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International
Investment and Trade
Laws, Jindal Global
Law School

As the US. and
India are World
Trade
Organization
members, their
bilateral trade
dealings must
align with the
standards set by
WTO law; India
must not cave
in to American
pressure

understood that the FTA should encompass a
very high percentage of trade between the
member countries.

This requirement exists because FTAs are
exceptions to the MFN principle, which is a
cornerstone of the multilateral trading system.
Therefore, these exceptions must be tightly
controlled and not permitted lightly. The
proposed BTA between India and the U.S. must
cover “substantially all trade” to be legally valid.
It also needs to be notified to the WTO. Whether
such an agreement will be economically
beneficial for India is a topic of debate, with
differing opinions. Legally speaking, if India and
the U.S. reduce tariff rates on each other’s limited
products, as part of some bilateral deal, without
extending similar treatment to other countries, it
would violate WTO law.

Interim agreements, enabling clause

One possible way for India and the U.S. to
establish a BTA for select products without
violating WTO laws is to notify the agreement as
an ‘interim agreement’, leading to the formation
of an FTA. Since countries cannot finalise FTAs
overnight, Article XXIV of GATT permits them to
sign ‘interim agreements’ that pave the way for
an eventual FTA, subject to specific conditions.

First, under Article XXIV.5 of GATT, countries
can enter into an ‘interim agreement’ if it is
necessary for forming a free trade area. Second,
this ‘interim agreement’ must include a plan or
schedule for establishing an FTA within a
reasonable timeframe, which should typically not
exceed 10 years.

However, India and the U.S. should only notify
the proposed BTA as an ‘interim agreement” if
they genuinely intend to sign an FTA in the
future. Using the ‘interim agreement” approach
solely to buy time while concealing an
MFN-inconsistent trade deal may be politically

expedient but legally indefensible.

WTO law provides another exception to the
MEN principle in the form of what is known as
the ‘enabling clause’. As per this arrangement,
WTO countries can deviate from the MFN
principle if it is meant to provide better market
access to the products of developing countries.
However, since the proposed India-U.S. BTA, as
one gathers, will see both sides lowering tariff
rates on each other’s products, it possibly cannot
be called an arrangement falling under the
‘enabling clause’. The Joint Statement
categorically talks of the U.S. welcoming India’s
recent measures to lower tariffs on products of
interest to Washington. Thus, India seems to be
providing better market access to American
products, which is contrary to the spirit of a
trading arrangement that would fall under the
‘enabling clause’.

Respecting WTO law

U.S. President Donald Trump’s problematic
conception of ‘reciprocal tariffs’, whereby the
U.S. will increase tariff rates to align with the
tariffs that other nations impose on American
goods violates the core WTO principles of MFN
and special and differential treatment (S&DT).
S&DT allows developing countries to offer less
than full reciprocity in their tariff commitments
towards developed countries. Reciprocal tariffs
will also violate the U.S”s bound tariff rate
obligations — a promise not to impose tariff rates
above what is committed — at the WTO. Nations
such as India, which champion a rule-based
trading order, need to actively push back against
any dilution of core WTO principles. The
proposed BTA negotiations present a crucial test
for India to uphold WTO laws and not capitulate
to American pressure.

The views expressed are personal

An India-U.S. trade agreement and the test of WTO laws

HRA-3TART AR FHSAAT 3R WTO Fiegat it aam

On February 13, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the U.S.,
where India and the U.S. agreed to negotiate a Bilateral Trade

Agreement (BTA) by fall 2025.
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ARSI 2025 &F 37 aF T gfauaiir AR g#Ela (BTA) W ara<da
e W HgATT SIS |

While economists focus on tariffs and trade volumes, it is essential to analyze this
agreement from the perspective of international trade law.

sTafer srehemest INE 31 saTaR AT W e FRT F @ E o7 gEeia B e
TATIR FIe[ & TOCHIVT & WT HTTTF § |

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and the World Trade
Organization (WTO) govern international trade laws, and since both India and the U.S.
are WTO members, their trade dealings must comply with WTO regulations.

AT ¢RE 3T R gAstar (GATT) 3R 9 SR WerssT (WTO) RSO SR
FTefetl 1 frdfad F3a 8, 3R IfF s 3 3R Qe W10 & wewa €, safaw 3o
=R FAsial #F WTO &Y &7 qrefet FT=T gem|

The exact scope of the proposed BTA is still unclear, as the U.S.-India Joint
Leaders Statement only mentions a multi-sector agreement without specific
details.

TEAfad BTA #r wéF T 3rsft Tase 718t 8, Fifsh AR WgFa aansit & a4mer
# Faer ag-avT weTla F seow R T ¥, A F§ R SerHr et & ad ¥

This agreement is not labeled as a Free Trade Agreement (FTA), but its classification
is less important than its actual content.

I GASIAT U Had AR GHSANT (FTA) & T 7 81 qauiar 7 8, «ifdher gaehr Aofieor
T JoIeT A SHT eIt A 3w Fgcaqol &

Free Trade Agreements
HFd AR TAZIS (FTA)

The WTO operates on the Most Favored Nation (MFN) principle, which prohibits
discrimination between trading partners.

WTO "waiftra 3reyaer s (MFN)" RIHTd 9 19 a1 ¢, it SATaiie defiery & o
AT HY Aehell B

FTAs violate the MFN rule by granting preferential access to specific countries, but
exceptions exist under certain conditions.

FTA "MFN fRTd" T Ieadd aid &, FiTe I [AfRrse ot ) Ay camaits amr 2 8,
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gIalifeh & et & g H9aIg Hoa o |

Article XXIV.8(b) of GATT states that member countries must eliminate customs
duties and other trade barriers on "substantially all trade" within an FTA.

GATT & HeJedg XXIV.8(b) & 3JHR WeET G I FTA & dgd "SqT9F ¥7 ¥ qaft
AR 91 ¢RE 31 i arene gATeT FE1 giaf|

The term "substantially all trade" is not precisely defined, but it implies a very high
percentage of trade between member countries.

"SqTqF T F Gt AT Y FE G qfvemr 7€t & 78 ¥, et 5@ 31 & 6 weww
&%ﬁ%aﬁammwa@mwmaﬁammaﬁm

Since FTAs are exceptions to the MFN rule, they must be carefully regulated and
notified to the WTO.

¥ FTA "MFN e &1 3r9are 8, 36faT 3¢ aaurgds Rfaafaa frar s afke
3R WTO #r g far s anfyw)

The India-U.S. BTA must cover "substantially all trade" to be legally valid under
WTO rules.

ART-3ANFT BTA F "I T A T AR T FIT FIAT 1911, dTfeh Ig WTO gAY
& d5d FeTl T F 30 @ 7|

If India and the U.S. agree to reduce tariffs only on a few selected products, without
extending the same benefit to other WTO members, it would violate WTO law.

afe s 3R 3ARFT Fae Fo gider searel W T F Feld F@ w FeHa g €, 3k
BT o1 31T WTO HEET ol 7181 &dl 8, @l T6 WTO FIefed FHT Seeltlel gIar|

Interim agreements, enabling clause

aRe gAEEA 3R gaTH yraue

India and the U.S. can establish a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) without
violating WTO laws by notifying it as an ‘interim agreement’ leading to a Free Trade
Agreement (FTA).

R 31 AR o gfvefr samR gaslar (BTA) #X @&a §, Sit WTO &gt &1
Ieorud 7 FY, IR 3/ AR wwsla F w0 & gfaa fFa se, 3 siqe: o Jad AR
At (FTA) &Y 3R o FU)

Article XXIV of GATT allows interim agreements to facilitate the formation of an FTA
within a reasonable timeframe, typically not exceeding 10 years.

GATT & 3reTeda XXIV afer gasital A srgafa dar @, 5w v 3R wora dan
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(e 10 a§) F FTA =TT ST §FalT &

India and the U.S. should only use the interim agreement route if they genuinely
intend to finalize an FTA in the future.

R 31 3rARFT A '3aRe gaslY F1 39Ahr Fao I3t FE TR, F9F aEaa F
sfasy & v FTA &Y 3ifas v 2 amea &l

Using an interim agreement as a delay tactic while secretly engaging in an MFN-
inconsistent trade deal may be politically convenient but legally indefensible.

IR AR A FT 3TN Fad TAT TS F AT fvar a1 &, FafF areaa A 77
TS 'MFN-3HIT SATIR HeT 8, at 7 Tsrelifas 7 § g dfre et w0 &
e g

The WTO's ‘enabling clause’ provides an exception to the MFN principle, allowing
better market access for developing countries.

WTO T "HaTH WIaeTe (Enabling Clause) MFN fRgHTa & fore v 3rqarg were #3dT 8,
St frerefier &uf Y dgaT AR g A At AT &

However, the India-U.S. BTA does not qualify under the enabling clause, as it
involves mutual tariff reductions benefiting both sides.

BTAITF, HRA-3ANFT BTA "TaTH YaUTT & ded 741 31T &, Fif 5T 2= gai & e
IREIR® ¢RE Feld anfae 2

The Joint Statement indicates that India is providing better market access to the
U.S., which contradicts the spirit of the enabling clause.

T T § T § o 9 IARFT A 9 19T IgT Yall T T &, S qare
ST’ <l AT 3 [ g1+

Respecting WTO law
WTO FTefal T Telel FHTAT

Former U.S. President Donald Trump’s "reciprocal tariffs" policy violated core
WTO principles of MFN and Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT).

qd FARFT Tegafa Stares € A " IREaRa SRE dAifa 3 W10 F Fer Rigerar - "MFN
3R farey 3 fAerarot 39=R (S&DT)" #1 3eegs faar|

S&DT allows developing countries to provide less than full reciprocity in tariff
commitments to developed countries.

S&DT fawraefter &uif &t 77 srepafa &ar @ & & fawfira et & ufer TRw afdagerant #
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o Reciprocal tariffs would violate the U.S.'s bound tariff rate obligations at the WTO,
which prevent nations from imposing tariffs above committed levels.

mmwmﬁma?rézﬁgémaﬁmmmm,ﬁﬁwﬁaﬁ
&er Y yfaaey ToX A A ERE T F Ve 1

e India, as a champion of arules-based trading order, must resist any dilution of WTO
principles and ensure that the BTA negotiations uphold international trade law.

HRA, N T RFA-3TTRE AR s34 F1 gAYF §, 38 WTO Rigeial & fandt sit
FHAR g5 FT fANe FIm few AR 75 gARaa wwem aifge fF BTA amai siaiedr
SATIR FTefell FT qTeled F|

(GS Paper I11: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, 1S)

1. India second-largest arms importer after Ukraine in
2020-24, says SIPRI

2020-24 & ghel & dTE R T TIH T37 § IR AT

SIPRI
2. ‘Over six lakh cases identified as part of TB control
campaign’

AdY fAT=or HTAAT & ded o8 1T F IWF A Tga=
m,

3. Looking for a potent cosmic particle accelerator?
There’s one near Earth

T T Tk ATl SEATST HUT caleh hT delTl 7 g7
e F I vF Al

4. What is behind the rise of quick commerce?

fFad F1AT F o T F NS FAT FROT &7
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India second-largest arms importer
after Ukraine in 2020-24, says SIPRI

At 36%, imports from Russia made up largest share of Indian imports, down from 55% in 2015-19; India received the largest

share of French arms exports at 28%; China dropped out of the list of top 10 arms importers for the first time since 1990-94

ES Pa?er Ill: Defence|
e Hindu bureau

NEW DELHI

kraine, involved in
Ua war with Russia
for the past four

years, became the largest
importer of major arms in
the world during the pe-
riod between 2020 and
2024, clocking a nearly
100-fold rise in imports
compared with the figures
for 2015-2019.

India was the second-
largest arms importer,
though the trade figures
decreased by 9.3% bet-
ween 2015-19 and 2020-24,
show data from the Stock-
holm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI).

The country was the big-
gest arms export destina-
tion for both Russia and
France, though the volume
with Moscow has signifi-
cantly reduced.

China dropped out of
the list of top 10 arms im-
porters for the first time
since 1990-94, showcasing
its expanding domestic in-
dustrial base.

The largest share of In-
dian arms imports (36%)
came from Russia, a signif-
icantly smaller share than
in 2015-19 (55%) and 2010-
14 (72%), the report noted.

“Arms imports by Pakis-
tan grew by 61% between

Inarms

Ukraine's arms imports wars
up nearly 100 times in
2020-24 comparsd with
2015-13, making it the world’s
largestimporter of major arms

2015-19 and 2020-24. China
became even more domi-
nant as its supplier, ac-
counting for 81% of Pakis-
tan’s arms imports in
2020-24, compared with
74% in 2015-19,” the SIPRI
report released on Monday
said.

While European arms
imports overall grew by
155% between the same pe-
riods as the continent
rearms itself, the U.S.
further increased its share
of global arms exports to
43%, while Russia’s exports
fell by 64%, accounting for
7.8% of global arms ex-
ports, falling behind
France (9.6%), which
emerged as the second lar-
gest arms exporter in
2020-24. Four countries in

12

Asia and Oceania — India,
Pakistan, Japan, and Aus-
tralia— ranked among the
10 largest arms importers
globally in 2020-24.

Russia delivered major
arms to 33 countries in
2020-24, of which two-
thirds went to three coun-
tries — India (38%), China

(17%), and Kazakhstan
(11%).
French exports

At the same time, France
exported arms to 65 coun-
tries, and its exports of ma-
jor arms to other European
countries almost trebled
between 2015-19 and
2020-24 (187%), according
to SIPRI.

“This was mainly due to
deliveries of combat air-

11
10
88
]
6.8
i i
‘ ‘ 4.6
I [
| F
- [
0.1 | } I
I
Ukraine India Qatar  SaudiArabia Pakistan
‘ Share of global arms imports (%)
\ W2015-19 M 2020-24 Source: SIPRI

craft to Greece and Croatia,
and arms supplies to Uk-
raine after Russia’s full-
scale invasion in 2022.”

Nevertheless, India re-
ceived by far the largest
share of French arms ex-
ports (28%) — almost twice
the share that went to all
European recipients com-
bined (15%).

The second largest reci-
pient of major arms from
France was Qatar (9.7%).

India has inked con-
tracts for some major mili-
tary  platforms from
France, including 36 Rafale
fighter jets and six Scor-
pene-class  conventional
submarines, and has more
mega deals lined up.

Meanwhile, deals for 26
Rafale-M jets and three

submarines are set to be
concluded very soon.

Global transfer volume
The overall volume of arms
transfers  globally re-
mained at roughly the
same level as in 2015-19
and 2010-14 (but was 18%
higher than in 2005-
2009), as increasing im-
ports in Europe and the
Americas were offset by
decreases in other regions,
data show.

Italy, with a 4.8% share
of arms sales, jumped from
10th to sixth place on the
exporters’ list.

The report stated that at
least 35 countries sent
weapons to Ukraine since
the war began in 2022, and
a substantial number of de-
liveries are in the pipeline.
The country received 8.8%
of global arms imports in
2020-24.

“The new arms transf-
ers figures clearly reflect
the rearmament taking
place among states in Eu-
rope in response to the
threat from Russia,” said
Mathew George, pro-
gramme director at SIPRI.
However, some major
arms importers, including
Saudi Arabia, India, and
China, saw large declines
in import volumes for a va-
riety of reasons, he added.
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India second-largest arms importer after Ukraine in 2020-24,
says SIPRI

2020-24 H Fehel & 91 HRA G W T3T §FAIR AT+ SIPRI

Ukraine, involved in a war with Russia for the past four years, became
the largest importer of major arms in the world during 2020-24, with a
nearly 100-fold rise in imports compared to 2015-19.

T & WY TR AT & o 7 MR FoheT 2020-24 F SRIT gforar 1 wad
93T §TAAR ITATAS T 1T, STET 2015-19 FY FeTelT H AT FAHIT 100 AT
¢ 14|

e Indiawas the second-largest arms importer, though the trade figures decreased by
9.3% between 2015-19 and 2020-24, according to Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI).

HR GO HaW T37 § AR 3T @, &Tedifeh 2015-19 3HR 2020-24 & AT AR &
33T H 9.3% A FAY TS, I T rFeA getererata i Rud $¥éiege (SIPRI) & 31iasi &
T e |

¢ India was the biggest arms export destination for both Russia and France, though
the volume with Moscow has significantly reduced.

R ¥ 3R % =T & T e 931 g RAAR AT 3ded @1, gt & ¥ g ary i
FTFt 3 Ty ety TS|

e Chinadropped out of the list of top 10 arms importers for the first time since 1990-

94, reflecting its expanding domestic industrial base.

e ggell X 1990-94 F a1 oY 10 AR Jrarcrshl it FEt & 4T 8 1T, i 3 Sl
¥ Fgd W JitgAAF 3R F AT

e Thelargest share of Indian arms imports (36%) came from Russia, a sharp decline
from 55% in 2015-19 and 72% in 2010-14, the report noted.

HRT & Fel §TAAR AT FT FH I37 REAT (36%) T F 31T, 5iY 2015-19 # 55% K
2010-14 & 72% o1, RAE & Soor@ fohar arm|
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Pakistan’s arms imports grew by 61% between 2015-19 and 2020-24.
iRl & AR AT & 2015-19 3R 2020-24 F T 61% T Jefer g%
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e China became an even more dominant supplier to Pakistan, accounting for 81% of
Pakistan’s arms imports in 2020-24, up from 74% in 2015-19.

et arfrater &1 3l it a37 AR Arqfelerat @t I, S 2020-24 F wfEA F Fo
IR 3TATT T 81% AT, STafeh 2015-19 H TE 74% AT|

e European arms imports grew by 155%, as the continent rearmed itself during the
period.

TAMT §FAAR 3T # 155% A Jefr g8, i Heredd  rvar e AT FY A
|

e The U.S.increased its share of global arms exports to 43%, while Russia’s exports
fell by 64%, accounting for 7.8% of global arms exports.

IHANFT F1 IRTF IR AT 43% dF 9 711, STaTF T F fAIR AATT H 64% Hir
e 3, T99Y 39 dR9F sRYR =R & AT 7.8% 1@ 7147|

e France (9.6%) emerged as the second-largest arms exporter in 2020-24, overtaking
Russia.

WIH (9.6%) 2020-24 # GERT WaH 937 RAAR fodtas w1, foe v &t s el i

e Four countries in Asia and Oceania—India, Pakistan, Japan, and Australia—
ranked among the top 10 largest arms importers globally in 2020-24.

ofdrm 3 sfafaar & ar dr—ama, wifdhedre, smare s steefaar—2020-24 #F gfoar
& ofiY 10 gRAR 3maTa®! # afAe |

e Russia delivered major arms to 33 countries in 2020-24, of which two-thirds went to
three countries—India (38%), China (17%), and Kazakhstan (11%).

T & 2020-24 F Rt 33 it Y wog@ gRAR 3myfed A, for=rat @ ar-faers R ofter arf
I A TT—HRT (38%), el (17%) 3R Ferfereare (11%)]

French exports

wIH &1 gfAAR faata

e France exported arms to 65 countries, and its exports of major arms to European
countries nearly tripled between 2015-19 and 2020-24 (187%), according to SIPRI.

W A 65 et T §AAR fde e, 3 gRrdar aeit 1 39 wog@ efant &1 e
2015-19 3 2020-24 F ST ST et I[AT (187%) TG 1T, TE SIPRI & ITER &
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o “This was mainly due to deliveries of combat aircraft to Greece and Croatia, and
arms supplies to Ukraine after Russia’s full-scale invasion in 2022.”

"I AET T F N 3R Frefr Fi asmg et i srfe 3k 2022 # w0 & qot smwaor
¥ 918 il I RAARY A 3mqfet & Hwor gam”

e Indiareceived the largest share of French arms exports (28%), which was almost
twice the share that went to all European recipients combined (15%).

HITT Y BT & Fel & AR ATy 71 W 7371 R (28%) e, it o st ey
yTeaHar3i F e RER (15%) F arerer Qxaper 4|

e The second-largest recipient of major arms from France was Qatar (9.7%).
W & YT & AR $T g1 TR T37 IMATAH Fal (9.7%) T

e India has signed contracts for major military platforms from France, including:

HRT & 1 & F§ 7@ Ao TAThie & fov reqaer fre §, et anfer &

o 36 Rafale fighter jets

36 el A3TF FAHATT
o Six Scorpene-class conventional submarines
o Deals for 26 Rafale-M jets and three submarines are set to be concluded very

soon.

26 TkeT-wa e IR et Trgeaal & faw 7l aga STeg QW E A ¥

Global transfer volume

3T FRAAR TATHTAOT FT TR

e The overall volume of arms transfers globally remained at roughly the same level
as in 2015-19 and 2010-14, but was 18% higher than in 2005-09.

ARFF T I & RAART F FATATAOT Y FeT AT AT 3H T R =l W@, S 2015-19
3 2010-14 #F &Y, AfheT I§ 2005-09 FY Ferelr 7 18% 3farF |

o [taly, with a 4.8% share of arms sales, jumped from 10th to sixth place on the
exporters’ list.

geoll, Foraa 4.8% gRAR fashr Y et a1fder 1, o f &t # 105 T a4 58
TATA 9T 3T 37T
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e Atleast 35 countries sent weapons to Ukraine since the war began in 2022, and a
substantial number of deliveries are in the pipeline.

FH ¥ FA 35 AT A 2022 F I YF A & 916 § Thet ) gRAAR A &, 3N F§ amyfet
it |

o Ukraine received 8.8% of global arms imports in 2020-24.

TaheT F 2020-24 7 T AR 3marar F71 8.8% feear wrea |

e "The new arms transfer figures clearly reflect the rearmament taking place in
Europe in response to the threat from Russia," said Mathew George, SIPRI’s
programme director.

"AT §FAAR TUTATROT & 33 FIve T F @ § 6 090 & &0 F @ & s & A7
FURFTHIT Y T}, SIPRI & FriHA Agers dey FAfer ¥ e

e However, some major arms importers, including Saudi Arabia, India, and China,
saw large declines in import volumes due to various reasons.

g, T34Y 3R, 7R AR AT afea Fo yo7@ eRAAR smara=t & fafde Froit &
AT AT A 99 frae &
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‘Over six lakh cases identified as part of TB control

campaign’

A& AT FAAT & dgd o 1@ I A’ WS AT Tga= T

‘Over six lakh cases
identified as part of
TB control campaign’

GS Paper Ill: S&T |
Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Over 6.1 lakh tuberculosis
patients have been notified
across the country and of
them, 4.3 lakh have been
diagnosed in the 455 inter-
vention districts that were
part of the Union Health
Ministry’s 100-day intensi-
fied TB elimination cam-
paign launched on Decem-
ber 7 last year. The
campaign was launched in
33 States and Union Terri-
tories to screen and test for
TB among people belong-
ing to the vulnerable or
high-risk groups.

“The 100-day TB-Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan is an out-
come of a new strategy for
early TB identification in-
volving offering X-ray
screening to high-risk pop-
ulations, such as indivi-
duals with diabetes and pe-
ople living with HIV. By

India has the world’s
largest TB epidemic
and continues to be
a major public
health problem

deploying ultraportable
hand-held X-ray units and
conducting door-to-door
screenings, both sympto-
matic and asymptomatic
individuals were tested.
Positive X-ray results were
then confirmed with NAAT
(an advanced diagnostic
test), leading to the identi-
fication of multiple asymp-
tomatic TB patients,” a se-
nior Health  Ministry
official said. India faces the
world’s largest TB epidem-
ic with the infection still a
major public health pro-
blem. The country’s TB in-
cidence has declined by
17.7% from 2015 to 2023,
according to the WHO.

Over 6.1 lakh tuberculosis (TB)
patients have been notified across
the country, with 4.3 lakh
diagnosed in 455 intervention
districts as part of the Union Health
Ministry’s 100-day intensified TB
elimination campaign launched on
December 7, 2023.

&M A 6.1 1@ W A et A=t
6 g A 7S, FAA ¥ 4.3 9
FIST 455 gEALTT forell 7 are 1w, Y
for 7 e 2023 @1 & e e F
ALY HATG & 100-Radir rgar
&t seeret JrfaTer 1 fewam A

e The campaign was launched in 33 States
and Union Territories to screen and test TB
among people belonging to vulnerable or
high-risk groups.

I TR 33 U=t 3 Fg afda weut A
Hagerelier a1 3T NAA ar FHE & fg A

Sirer 3R wderor & v & fohar I |

e “The 100-day TB-Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan”
is based on a new strategy for early TB
identification, which includes X-ray screening
for high-risk populations such as individuals
with diabetes and people living with HIV.

" 100-feaeier &dt-AaFa s rfarer et At ofter vgamer & fAw v 78 wEfa
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forT vag-Y o= iR B

e Ultraportable hand-held X-ray units were deployed and door-to-door screenings
were conducted, testing both symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals.

T gréae vay-Y FAfT FT 3R fFT a9 3R eR-aw S Shfaer # 9,
Toree eraTorgera 3 faa orator arer i wFR & safFaal it S Ay TS|

o Positive X-ray results were confirmed with NAAT (an advanced diagnostic test),
leading to the identification of multiple asymptomatic TB patients.

HFRTeAS TFa-Y TROmAT i g NAAT (T 3e1d et aiaron) & Areasr & i 18,
mﬂmmmmmﬁmgl

+ India faces the world’s largest TB epidemic, and despite efforts, the disease remains
a major public health problem.

AR g Y Fad 72 et AGARY FT WA HT @1 &, 3R T2 & STasfg, Tg oAy
U T3 WAl TR FoAEdT a1 g8 ¥

e According to the World Health Organization (WHO), India’s TB incidence has
declined by 17.7% from 2015 to 2023.

T T Herser (WHO) & 3T, R # &t Y wreamait 2015 & 2023 & dfiwr
17.7% 6 FY 37E &

When the solar wind (depicted as the orange stream from the sun in this artist’s representation) hits the earth’s magnetosphere, it slows down and transfers its energy into a shock wave. The region where this
transfer happens is known as the bow shock, (the C-shaped area highlighted in yellow) and its leading area is called the foreshock. NAsA/YOUTUBE
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Looking for a potent cosmic particle
accelerator? There’s one near earth

Data from three space missions in 2017 revealed something strange. They found a transient but large-scale phenomenon upstream of the earth’s bow

shock, where the solar wind hits the planet’s magnetic field. Electrons in the earth’s foreshock seemed to acquire an enormous amount of energy

\GS Paper lll: S&T |
Qudsia Gani

nderstanding how particles

such as electrons travel vast

distances in space or how they

acquire ultra-high energy has
been a long-standing puzzle in
astrophysics.

In fact, physicists” picture of the
manner of energy propagation in the
universe is still not fully clear. On January
13, researchers with the Applied Physics
Laboratory at Johns Hopkins University in
the U.S. and Northumbria University in
the U.K. made an important finding that
mitigates some of the fuzziness.

In their paper, published in the journal
Nature Communications, the researchers
reported that collisionless shock waves,
which are easy to find throughout the
universe, could be the cosmic engines
driving subatomic particles in space to
extreme speeds. The team found these
shock waves to be among nature’s most
powerful particle accelerators.

Scouting the plasma

These shock waves are born in plasma — a
gas of charged particles that can conduct
electricity and interact with magnetic
fields.

The study was based on data from
three of NASA’s space-based data sources:
the Magnetospheric Multiscale (MMS)
mission, the Time-History of Events and
Macroscale Interactions during Substorms
(THEMIS) mission, and the Acceleration,
Reconnection, Turbulence, and
Electrodynamics of the Moon’s
Interaction with the Sun (ARTEMIS)
mission.

Based on their analysis, the researchers
have proposed a comprehensive new
model that includes recent theoretical
advancements in physics that they have
said can explain the acceleration of
electrons in collisionless shock
environments,

When you shout at your friend across a
field, say, the sound waves travel through
the air between you two to reach your
friend’s ears. The travel happens at a
speed equal to the speed of sound
through the atmosphere. But sometimes,

Address
Email Id :

it's possible to transmit waves at faster
than the speed of sound through the
atmosphere — these are called shock
waves.

In general, the density of a plasma is
far lower than that of the three most
common states of matter: solid, liquid,
and gas. Another way of saying this is that
the average distance between the
constituent particles of plasma is much
greater than in a dense solid, liquid, or
gas.

But in plasma, the interparticle
distance is even greater than the range of
interparticle forces, which means any
particle in the plasma rarely collides with
another. Instead, the particles interact via
the electromagnetic force.

This means a shock wave sent through
the plasma will transfer its energy
forward not by smashing the particles
together but by riding the
electromagnetic forces between them.

The electron injection problem
Astronomers have found shock waves in
outer space near pulsars and magnetars,
in the hot disks of matter surrounding
black holes, and other similar energetic
objects. When a sufficiently massive star
explodes into a supernova, it throws out a
significant amount of energy. If the star is
surrounded by a plasma, the shock front
will essentially propagate in a collisionless
manner.

The electrons within the plasma itself
will be pushed forward at a speed that,
depending on the circumstances, could
be very close to the speed of light. Such
electrons are said to be relativistic, since
their properties can now be described
only by the theories of relativity.

Such shock waves have previously been
found to play a key role in producing
cosmic rays: streams of high-energy
particles travelling through the universe.
‘When one such stream smashes into the
earth’s atmosphere, it breaks up into a
shower of other particles.

In the new study, the researchers
focused on diffusive shock acceleration, a
well-known mechanism capable of
accelerating electrons to tremendous
energies through collisionless shock
waves. But there’s a catch: the

Astronomers have found shock
waves in outer space near
pulsars and magnetars, in the hot
disks of matter surrounding
black holes, and other similar
energetic objects

mechanism requires electrons to have
been accelerated to around 50% of the
speed of light first before it can propel
them even further.

Whether there’s a natural process in
the universe capable of providing this first
bump — a.k.a. the electron injection
problem — has been a long-standing
mystery in astrophysics.

Solar wind vs. magnetosphere

The researchers used real-time data from
the MMS, THEMIS, and ARTEMIS
missions about how the solar wind
interacted with the earth’s
magnetosphere and about the upstream
plasma environment near the moon. The
solar wind is a river of charged particles
constantly flowing out from the sun into
the solar system.

“One of the most effective ways to
deepen our understanding of the universe
we live in is by using our near-earth
plasma environment as a natural
laboratory,” Northumbria research fellow
and study coauthor Ahmad Lalti said in a
press release.

When the solar wind hits the
magnetosphere, it slows down and
transfers its energy into a shock wave.
The region where this transfer happens is
known as the bow shock, and its leading
area is called the foreshock. The position
of the bow shock depends on the speed of
the solar wind and its density.

Data collected by the three missions on
December 17, 2017, in particular, revealed
something strange. The team found a
transient but large-scale phenomenon
upstream of the earth’s bow shock.
During this event, electrons in the earth’s
foreshock seemed to acquire more than
500 keV of energy. If this was entirely
kinetic energy, the electrons would have
been moving at around 86% of the speed
of light.

This was a striking result given the fact
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that electrons in the foreshock region
typically have just around 1 keV of energy.

According to the researchers, these
high-energy electrons were generated by
a complex interplay of multiple
acceleration mechanisms, including the
interactions with various plasma waves
and with transient structures in the
earth’s bow shock and foreshock. They
also excluded the influence of solar flares
and coronal mass ejections from the sun
at this time.

A cosmic-ray contribution

“In this work, we use in-situ observations
from MMS and THEMIS/ARTEMIS to show
how different fundamental plasma
processes at different scales work in
concert to energise electrons from low
energies up to high relativistic energies,”
Lalti said in the statement. “Those
fundamental processes are not restricted
to our solar system and are expected to
occur across the universe.”

Indeed, the team’s refined acceleration
model provides new insights into the
workings of space plasma and other
phenomena within our solar system.

For example, as the researchers wrote
in their paper, scientists believe
supernova shocks are responsible for
creating cosmic rays — yet it’s possible at
least some of them might have been
created by the process described in the
paper.

In some star systems, they wrote,
“Under the presence of [gas-giants
orbiting very close to their stars], the
existence of massive magnetic fields
enables our mechanism to potentially
sustain” electrons of a million to a billion
keV of energy.

“Our results, therefore, imply that a
portion of the cosmic ray distribution of
relativistic electrons might originate from
the interaction of planetary ... shocks with
typical stellar winds.”

They concluded by asking for more
research by the “stellar astrophysics and
particle acceleration communities” to
verify their idea.

(Qudsia Gani is an assistant professor in
the Department of Physics, Government
Degree College Pattan, Baramulla.
qudsiagani6@gmail.com)
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Looking for a potent cosmic particle accelerator? There’s
one near Earth

FIT 3T T ATFAATeAT FTEATSIT FOT caleh Y Tellel H 32 gLt &
I 81 U HiSg §

Data from three space missions in 2017 revealed something strange—
a large-scale transient phenomenon upstream of Earth’s bow shock,
where the solar wind hits the planet’s magnetic field.

2017 # oot 3rafer AfAAmET F 3T § v rsita T aeTat JE—qed F
i & T T a3 YA 9% reyrdt uea, Sigr W gar qedt & gahrg & @
e

e Electrons in Earth's foreshock acquired an enormous amount of energy.

7t & BReTE H Tl A AeAAF FaAT red |

e Understanding how particles like electrons travel vast distances in space and
acquire ultra-high energy has been a long-standing puzzle in astrophysics.

I ASTT T golareiar oI FoT 3raRer 7 ot gt 4 a7 7 ¥ 3 sreer-a1d FaT HFa
Ted YA 8, TIer ATt 7 T et agel W@ 8

e OnJanuary 13, 2024, researchers from Johns Hopkins University (U.S.) and
Northumbria University (U.K.) made an important discovery addressing this mystery.

13 SeTadY 2024 FY, Fiew grafhed faeafdgmas 3R 3ilv At frafaaey
(TF) F MUFATH o 57 WET T 3T Ueh Hgcaqul Giel |

e Their study, published in Nature Communications, suggests that collisionless
shock waves act as powerful cosmic particle accelerators.

SeTohT AT, S AU FEGfASAA" ITHT H TS F3T, ql1eH1 ¢ o6 " Fifesterord Aih
Jeu AfFaeTel FEATT HT cRF! & T H R w4 &

Scouting the plasma
CATSHAT ol AT

o Collisionless shock waves exist in plasma, which is a gas of charged particles that
can conduct electricity and interact with magnetic fields.
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FfSTeTy 2l o7 TATeAT H TS ST 8, S Jraflre Foi i 3w el 8, S Rega
HeTerT T Hehell § 3T Gaehrr el & |rer wfafhar 3 e ¥

o The study used data from three NASA missions:

eI H et A1aT FA=AY & 37 71 39T fRar =T

o Magnetospheric Multiscale (MMS) mission

FAATHRF AEEHT (MMS) A2
o Time-History of Events and Macroscale Interactions during Substorms
(THEMIS) mission

TEA-RE 36 SdcH U AFRH selaeid SN waeeird (THEMIS) et
o Acceleration, Reconnection, Turbulence, and Electrodynamics of the
Moon’s Interaction with the Sun (ARTEMIS) mission

a5 3R qF F o Rege afad #7 reaaer 3 arer ARTEMIS e

o Researchers proposed a new model that incorporates recent advancements in
physics to explain how electrons are accelerated in collisionless shock
environments.

eerRaT3it A U AT ATso TEdTad [6ar, St iy 7 aferar yerfa &1 eanfae Far € 3R
FR soFElT PfASTAAT ATH AT A @R @1 & Tg THSAT T TIT HIAT & |

e Shock waves can transfer energy through plasma without particle collisions,
instead relying on electromagnetic forces.

Qe deH CATSHT 3 faaT HUTl Y TFFt F FoIT TAAART FT Fhel! §, 3N 379 T
faege gaehrr aell o) f39R X

e This suggests that such waves could be responsible for accelerating cosmic
particles to extreme speeds.

IE TATT § o A a0 FEART FH1 F 3A0F a1fa gF de & AT FFA1g) & gFdr &

The electron injection problem
SAFCIel ST THTAT
e« Astronomers have found shock waves in outer space near pulsars, magnetars,
black holes, and other energetic objects.

TMAaE) ¥ aed 3rafer & ofe deq o ¥, S TouR, AveeR, soiw g 3 37 FaAtae
st & g &l a1 §)

e When a massive star explodes into a supernova, it releases a significant amount of
energy. If the star is surrounded by plasma, the shock wave propagates in a

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page3 8

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

c (s YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
iy CONTACT: 9971932488

collisionless manner.

T4 T feTe aRT gueaT & w9 7 wed §, df I§ IR ST S5 §1 I an & 9ni 3R
CATeAT AlS[E &Y, af AT 39 feT eara & e 1

e Electrons within plasma can be pushed forward at speeds close to the speed of
light, making them relativistic, meaning their properties can only be explained by the
theories of relativity.

CATSHT A FAFEleT Y1l 1 I & FA a1fy yred F Faha €, o 3 anifars
(relativistic) &1 JTet &, 3R 3eTehr fAIATATHT T ATdaTar & fAgHTal GaRT & GHSAT 517
AT g

e Such shock waves play a key role in producing cosmic rays, which are high-
energy particles traveling through space.

Y effer dew FEATET fFOT (cosmic rays) & 3edTgsT # Ageaqur AT fAemeh § S
HARET H IMET FIA aT 3TT-FoAT HUT g 8 |

e When cosmic rays hit Earth’s atmosphere, they break into showers of secondary
particles.

oI FEATST fhor gedt & argHse @ THUC §, A 3 F$ BIe FOI T a9 Icdeet FIA 8

e The new study focused on diffusive shock acceleration, a mechanism that can
accelerate electrons to high energies through collisionless shock waves.

T Irege F " FBwgfora offe veReRere 9 eare e B, S i Sifesera oiE dew
& ATCYH A FAFEI=A1 $Y 35T ST d R HT b 8|

e The problem: This mechanism requires electrons to be moving at 50% of the speed
of light before further acceleration can occur.

TATAT I ¢ 1 5T ufshar & fov galareral 1 uga & gahrer i a1fa & 50% d& aRd g\r
SR &, arfr 3 3R 3t a1f wrea Fx T

e The question: Is there a natural process in the universe that provides this initial
acceleration?

YR TE 3541 § o 1 geATs A F1§ wwfas ufkar § st a8 wRiAE &1or (initial
acceleration) WeTd It &2

Solar wind vs. magnetosphere

"R gaT g gt T #TAFhRR

e Researchers used real-time data from NASA’s MMS, THEMIS, and ARTEMIS
missions to study how solar wind interacts with Earth’s magnetosphere.
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e Solar wind is a stream of charged particles constantly flowing from the Sun into
the solar system.

AR gar AR Foit i T 4wy gl §, A TIaR gF ¥ et ¥ @R Az 7 theret 7

e When the solar wind hits Earth's magnetosphere, it slows down and transfers
energy into a shock wave, creating the bow shock.

1o WK gar gt & Avaerehr @ e €, at 77 dhelt g seht ¥ 3R sroeh s A v
olfer AT H TUTATART FT &l 8, Tord & affe et STrem &1

e Theleading region of the bow shock is called the foreshock, where electrons can
be accelerated.

&Y 2 T 370N &3 " BRRATHE" FEATAT §, a7 SAFET caRd & FFa &

e On December 17, 2017, three NASA missions detected a strange large-scale event
upstream of Earth’s bow shock.

17 R@a 2017 Y, 16T & it et @ gl & &Y offer F 39X o e, 93 YA )
YT T T o9rmT|

o During this event, electrons in Earth’s foreshock acquired more than 500 keV of
energy, moving at 86% of the speed of light.

$H HeoT & GRI, g2t & BRele # Faacial @ 500 keV ¥ 3 FaAT wrea @Y, fFa@q 3
mra?rmﬁra;ss%aa;qg’aml

e This was unexpected because electrons in this region usually have only 1 keV of
energy.

I TF VAR @i Y, Fifh 3T 817 & SAFelall Sl AHT Foll hael 1 keV g &

e Researchers believe multiple acceleration mechanisms were responsible, including
interactions with plasma waves and transient structures in Earth’s bow shock.

MUFATIHT FT AT § FF T8 FF ca aat 1 IR0 o1, T careHT aian AR qedt F
&Y et I T FIAAT3T & [T WEIR AT anfAe

e They ruled out solar flares and coronal mass ejections as causes of the
acceleration.

3eg1e 3H cava Uk & forw @R saremsit 3R SR AT sowere 1 iR F @ier
X feam
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A cosmic-ray contribution
SEATSIY fRToTt FT AreTT

e Researchers used MMS and THEMIS/ARTEMIS data to demonstrate how
fundamental plasma processes work together to energize electrons.

MUFAT3T o MMS 3R THEMIS/ARTEMIS 32T &T 39T e feama f 354 gfarandy
CATSHT TRFATT ATHT SaFeral F Foll Y&t HTa &

e These processes are not limited to our solar system but are expected to occur
across the universe.

¥ 9fFaTe Faer g GR Hse a difAT 7@ 8, 9w QU gewrs & o S

e Supernova shock waves are believed to create cosmic rays, but this study
suggests that some cosmic rays could be produced through planetary shocks and
stellar winds.

FIAET Qi de8 Y FeASr o F faior & v fS=3er awn srar 2, ofe a8
A TaT § B F FEAE Bl a8l & At dou i AR ganst @ st seveT 8
dhal § |

e In certain star systems with gas giants orbiting close to their stars, strong
magnetic fields could sustain electrons at energies of a million to a billion keV.

F6 aRT yonfort A, Sret 3 aea e 39 AR & agd F9 Fan A @ ¢, a6 i
a1 81 gelaeial Bt U Afaae @ v R keV FaIt a& a0 1@ ¥ ¢ |

e Thefindings suggest that some relativistic electrons in cosmic rays may originate
from interactions between planetary shocks and stellar winds.

forsad qara § % Fo wnifdrs (relativistic) el seaATsIr fHor 7 I161 & ot dew
3R AR garst H IR BFaT A 3cU & Tha §

e Researchers called for more studies from astrophysics and particle acceleration
communities to verify their findings.

aNerat3it o wanelrr sy 3R FOT e WA & TR et A gfe & R st
aiter < rcher )
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What is behind the rise of
quick commerce?

What are dark stores and how do they facilitate Q-commerce? How does customer data help elevate the

shopping experience on these digital platforms?

S Paper Il

SagEconomics

The story so far:
uick commerce’s initial utility
was presented to
under-lockdown customers
during the COVID-19

pan " However, the youngest avenue

of digital shopping, having outlived its

initial utility, stayed on to alter how

people shop — particularly in urban India.

How does quick commerce function?
As a subclass of e-commerce, quick
commerce (Q-commerce) entails rapid
delivery, typically in 10 to 20 minutes, of
products to the customer’s doorstep. This
is facilitated by an elaborate network of
dark stores and/or distribution centres.
Dark stores refer to warehouses used by
the platforms solely to fulfil online orders,
with no in-person shopping. The idea is to

facilitate faster deliveries.
Additionally, unlike a traditional retail

Partner and National Leader for
C Product and Retail Sector at

store or modern retail (super or hyper
markets), quick commerce based around
a mobile app benefits from customer data
to create a feedback loop. This helps them
provide a customised shopping
experience in addition to planning their
inventory and responding better to the
demand of a product (and categories). An
example could be estimating when to
stock up a certain product that has a
seasonal demand or an abrupt
demographic influence, among others.

What’s in it for brands?

According to a paper by the Centre for
Transportation and Logistics of IM
Ahmedabad, quick commerce is
beneficial to retailers owing to the
prospect of enhanced brand awareness
among consumers citing their

be in close proximity to the ¢ to

T Bhattacharya,

EY-Parthenon, observed that the
availability of low-cost employable
manpower, of a certain age and economic
profile, has been among the crucial
factors for the uptick and efficiency of
quick commerce in India. The other
aspect is about abundant choice. Scale
also enables supply side advantages to
quick commerce platforms. “If an
individual company has to distribute a
frozen or chilled product, they could be
required to place a freezer in a Kirana
store which is very expensive,” he noted.
According to Grant Thorton Bharat, the
Indian quick commerce market is
presently valued at $3.34 billion and is
expected to reach $9.95 billion by 2029.
The industry grew 76% YoY in FY 2024.

What about traditional retailers?
Non-government organisations,

representing FMCG stockists and
distributors across India, and the All-India
Consumer Products Distribution
Federation (AICPDF) in their recent
complaint to the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) accused the
quick commerce trio (Blinkit, Zepto and
Swiggy Instamart) of anti-competitive
practices. Predatory pricing and deep
discounting were among the major
concerns highlighted by the distributors’
forum. According to them, the platforms
“unfairly” set prices of products below
landing costs to deliberately eliminate
competitors from the market. Once the
objective is attained, platforms increase
prices to recoup the loss. The AICPDF
also pointed to the platforms having
“deep pockets” because of the inflow
from venture capitalists and/or foreign
direct investment. The complainants have
also accused that platform of using data
(from app activity) to facilitate differential
pricing. This could be based on the
customers’ location, device type and/or
specific purchasing behaviour. The
federation highlighted that with
traditional retailers unable to compete,
“millions of retail shops and distributors™
are being wiped out of business or
experiencing losses.

P.M. Ganeshraam, Founder and
President of the Tamil Nadu Consumer
Products Distributors Association told The
Hindu that there must be a “level playing
field” where both can co-exist.

What is behind the rise of quick commerce?

fFa® FIHAY & T8 T F NS FAT FROT &7

« Quick commerce (Q-commerce) gained popularity during the

COVID-19 lockdown but has now transformed urban shopping

habits in India.

fFas FTAF (Q-commerce) & COVID-19 dAThSI3 & SR

AR RrTar fAeh, afde 3 sua SR & agd @hSY #Y 3redl F aqT

fear g1

How does quick commerce function?

fFae HTAYT FH F1H HIAT 82

e Q-commerce is a subset of e-commerce that delivers products rapidly (typically

within 10-20 minutes) to customers.

TFaeh Hiard §-Hiadd 1 U 3T-A0M §, S gt % 10-20 fAwTe & $fiaT scare agana g1

THE GIST

v

Quick commerce
(Q-commerce) entails rapid
delivery, typically in 10 to 20
minutes, of products to the
customer’s doorstep. This is
facilitated by an elaborate
network of dark stores and/or
distribution centres.

v

According to Grant Thorton
Bharat, the Indian quick
commerce market is presently
valued at $3.34 billion and is
expected to reach $9.95 billion
by 2029.

v

The All-India Consumer
Products Distribution
Federation (AICPDF) in their
recent complaint to the
Competition Commission of
India (CCl) accused the quick
commerce trio (Blinkit, Zepto
and Swiggy Instamart) of
anti-competitive practices.

e This is facilitated by a network of dark stores and distribution centers.

Ig "= TR 3 RaaRor gl & Acad & ATETH  WIa AT B

o Dark stores are warehouses used solely for fulfilling online orders, ensuring faster

delivery by being close to customers.

STé TSI WA IANET3H 8l § AT hael HTeTelTseT ST T FI & fore 3w fFe ot &,
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Unlike traditional retail, Q-commerce platforms leverage customer data to:

TRIRE GeT gFHTal FY Joralt A, fFae FIA cATHIA Mg 3T FT 3YANT FIF:

o Provide a personalized shopping experience.
Teh AT GG I3 Tt H3d &
o Plan inventory efficiently based on demand trends.
AT & AT & TR T Swdel Y a1 a1 § |
o Predict seasonal demand and demographic influences to optimize stock.

Htarat AfT 3 TARITREHRT TGN FT AT TIHT T FT 3eThelel FI 8|

What’s in it for brands?

FISH T SHW F4T T ReTar 82

Quick commerce enhances brand awareness, as more consumers interact with
brands due to frequent orders.

s FIAW 715 APRHAT TETdT &, FIifch doil § TS FIA & HROT ITHFAT 5T &
siftrs 3 ¥

According to IIM Ahmedabad, quick commerce is beneficial to retailers due to
increasing brand visibility.

IIM EHETETE & 3THR, Faeh HIAW Get ezt & fe sis veaar s # FRRHAS B

Low-cost, easily available workforce has boosted Q-commerce efficiency in India.

FH AT arel) 3 IMEE @ 3Ty T & AR & [Fde HIAY I GaTdr 901 2|

Q-commerce provides supply-side advantages by reducing logistics costs.

s Hiadt Imqfcl-get 3 wmer yeTe FaT ¢ R ANATECFH T F F7 FIAT L

For example, a brand selling frozen products does not need to invest in freezers
for Kirana stores, reducing costs significantly.

m%ﬁ,mymmmmﬁmmﬁmmﬁmaﬁ
A, S oa oeTa & oY el 3T B

The Indian quick commerce market is currently valued at $3.34 billion and is
projected to reach $9.95 billion by 2029.

AR T FIAYW I6IR AT A $3.34 faferasr &1 31X 2029 a= $9.95 faferaa a&
qgaﬁaﬁrsﬂﬁz%l
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In FY 2024, the industry grew by 76% year-on-year (YoY).
faeir & 2024 #, a§ 3@ 76% ATfEF F&fer (YoY) &T & 77|

What about traditional retailers?

RN GeT Fasarait 9T $HHT 4T Y3119 9312

Traditional retailers and FMCG stockists have raised concerns about unfair
competition from Q-commerce platforms.

TR Ger fasansit 3k FMCG weifeet a fFas Fiat caewied @ srgira gfaeaut #t
AT BT s B

The All-India Consumer Products Distribution Federation (AICPDF) filed a
complaint with the Competition Commission of India (CCl) against Blinkit, Zepto,
and Swiggy Instamart.

3iter-Sf3aT FegaR NsacH BEdeger $s¥e (AICPDF) & wfaafarar smater (CCi) #
Blinkit, Zepto 3X Swiggy Instamart & f&e® RIerAd gof FUS|

The complaint highlights concerns about predatory pricing and deep discounting,
where platforms sell products below cost price to eliminate competition.

Rreraa # " RFR 7o fAuRor (predatory pricing) 3R "M@ § (deep discounting)
F AT AT FaT$ 7§ §, ST6T oI AN Aed & 3 FA HAd W 3c9g 994 § arf
gfaeaftial & aoR @ a1} foRaT s % |

Once competitors are eliminated, platforms increase prices to recover losses.

T I I gfaeatf aex & s &, aY caTwid HIFd 9era 3T °1e Y SR9TS a8

Venture capital and foreign direct investment (FDI) provide financial backing to Q-
commerce platforms, giving them a competitive advantage.

3IH YT (venture capital) 3 geaat fagef fader (FDI) @ e geraar e« & wror
fFas FTAY cAehid F gfATTeicas ey Aear |

Data-driven pricing strategies allow Q-commerce platforms to set different prices
based on customer data, including location, device type, and purchasing behavior.

3eT- 3R H{ed AUROT WA Fad Fa coewis F) ags 3eT (S T, Rasa
y&R 3R THER S7aER) & TR 9 HeT-3re9r Ford Auila s 1 segafa &t §)

Traditional retailers argue that millions of small businesses and distributors are at
risk due to the aggressive expansion of Q-commerce.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page44



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

mqwﬁmﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬁhﬁ#mﬁw*mmw
=F9uT IR s @A # &
P.M. Ganeshraam, Founder of the Tamil Nadu Consumer Products Distributors

Association, called for a level playing field where traditional and quick commerce
businesses can coexist.

afAeaTg FogE WsTew BEdeyed wiffives & wrugs dhud. IORRw 7 UE §Ae
wfaeqeicas Argler Y AT Y, g1 TRIRE AR Faw Fiawt At v g T 7% |

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Carney to be next Canadian PM; says will retain tariffs
till U.S. shows ‘respect’

HTeAT 1T HATST & TN THTHAHAY, gl ' ARG GFATT
fe@Tua qofY geruer Rw
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Carney to be next Canadian PM; says will retain tariffs till
U.S. shows ‘respect’

Carney to be next Canadian PM; says
will retain tariffs till U.S. shows ‘respect’

[PCs

Associated Press
TORONTO

Former central banker
Mark Carney will become
Canada’s next Prime Minis-
ter after the governing Lib-
eral Party elected him its
leader on Sunday.

He is taking charge at a
time when the country
deals with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s trade war
and annexation threat, and
a federal election looms.

Mr. Carney, 59, replaces
Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau, who announced his
resignation in January but
will remain in the post un-
til his successor is sworn-
in. Mr. Carney won by a
landslide, winning 85.9%
of the votes.

“Mr. Trump, as we

Mark Carney

know, has put unjustified
tariffs on what we build, on
what we sell and how we
make a living. He’s attack-
ing Canadian families,
workers and businesses
and we cannot let him suc-
ceed and we won’t,’” he
said.

Mr. Carney said Canada
will keep retaliatory tariffs
in place until “the Ameri-
cans show us respect”.

“We didn’t ask for this
fight. But Canadians are al-
ways ready when someone
else drops the gloves,” Mr.
Carney said.

Mr. Carney navigated
crises when he was the
head of the Bank of Canada
and when in 2013 he be-
came the first non-citizen
to run the Bank of England
since it was founded in
1694. His appointment
won bipartisan praise in
the U.K. after Canada reco-
vered from the 2008 finan-
cial crisis faster than many
other countries.

The opposition Conser-
vatives hoped to make the
election about Mr. Tru-
deau, whose popularity
declined as food and hous-
ing prices rose and immi-
gration surged.

Mr. Trump’s trade war
and his talk of making Ca-
nada the 5ist U.S. State
have infuriated Canadians,
who are booing the Ameri-
can anthem at NHL and
NBA games. Some are can-
celling trips south of the
border, and many are
avoiding buying American
goods when they can.

The surge in Canadian
nationalism has bolstered
the Liberal Party’s chances
in a parliamentary election
expected within days or
weeks.

“The Americans want
our resources. Think about
it. If they succeed they
would destroy our way of
life,” Mr. Carney said.

OPPORTUNITY FOR RESET
» PAGE 4

AT g1 FATST &
3T TTTHAT; Fgl,
AR GFAT
fe@Tean asit gerear
%ﬁ-q;.

Former central banker
Mark Carney will
become Canada’s
next Prime Minister
after the Liberal Party
elected him as its
leader on Sunday.

94 FEr d A FreAt

FeATST & T THTTHAT Faial, FAIfF IR@IR Y foraer It o 3¢ 319 AT

TedT|
9

Carney, 59, replaces Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who announced his resignation
in January but will remain in office until his successor is sworn in.

59 T Fedf geTAF STTe T3t i ST91E 9, fSegiol STeradt # SEAET & Y Gwor
ot Afthet AT TUTAHA & ATY T 7F UG W T WA |

Carney won by alandslide, securing 85.9% of the votes in the Liberal Party

leadership contest.

FTeAt ¥ Y 3T/ SfieT gof A, 37 Fovaer ardt & Aqea goma 7 85.9% ke A |

He takes charge as Canada faces trade tensions with U.S. President Donald Trump
and concerns over U.S. annexation threats.
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3 VW AT A FAT THT I & I HeA131 HARSFT & Useafar STes €T & WY AR
dera 3R AN & RATEARATE TR T ATHAT FT 6T § |

Carney’s stance on U.S. trade policies

IANST H AR Afaat ) wEt w159

o Carney criticized Trump’s trade war, stating that the U.S. has imposed unjust tariffs
on Canadian goods.

HTeAl o €T & SATIR Y& Y HTATTAT Y, Soglel el foh JARHT & HaArer F Feurel W
i ¢Rw aame )

e He accused Trump of attacking Canadian families, workers, and businesses and
vowed to keep retaliatory tariffs in place until the U.S. shows respect.

31l €9 T HATSIE IRART, SRS 3R saaaral 0T gH«T FIet HT JRT FomaT 31T FHer
o AN GFATT AT R@Twen a9 d% sga F v v NG gerw AT S0 |

o “We didn’t ask for this fight, but Canadians are always ready when someone else
drops the gloves,” Carney asserted.

"§HA 3 ASTS Y YIATA Tt A1, AfHeT TR FE g Tl AT ¢ Y FI18TS gAM AR
A&, Pt o Tl

Carney’s economic credentials

FreT T 3 Aeadar

e Carney served as the Governor of the Bank of Canada and later became the first
non-citizen to lead the Bank of England in 2013.

FIAT FATST F FaT de F AR T§ AR TG F 2013 # &F 3HTE 73 FT Aed Ft arel
gge I-fafeer ATl o=

e His appointment to the Bank of England was praised across political lines, as
Canada recovered from the 2008 financial crisis faster than many other countries.

d%F 3w gedls 7 3ot g  woft voehifas gat & awger e, ifs warst @ 2008
1 frefrr 7Y & 3oy it Ay gorar 7 A F 3TA FH Whorar g1fdyer iy o
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Political impact of U.S.-Canada tensions

IANFT-FATST d9TT FT Tt ifad THT

The opposition Conservatives planned to focus their election campaign on
Trudeau’s declining popularity due to rising food and housing prices and
increasing immigration.

fraedt " Feafes ol F gara s 7 22) A aed Nwfaar 1 7ET Fear T A
AYSTAT F11$, S Tt Wie 3 3rard HrAal 3R Ted yara=T F FRr IR W

Trump’s trade war and his remarks about making Canada the 51st U.S. state have
angered Canadians, leading to:

€9 & SATIR Jerr 3R Faarst FY 3ARFT F1 51971 T Fo1et $¥ 3evehy Reeuforat & Fammsrs
AR g e §, o

o American national anthem is being booed at NHL and NBA games.
NHL 31 NBA @ait & 3R Tsgane &1 e g wr 8
o Canadians are canceling trips to the U.S. and avoiding American products.
FATSTS ATTRE HARFT Y AETT 5 FT @ 7 3 FARSY 3cumal § Weot FI @
gl
The rise in Canadian nationalism has boosted the Liberal Party’s chances in the
upcoming parliamentary elections.

HeATSTE TSgaTe & JEfer & A FHET Torral 3 foraer aret iy Fsmmaene ag 7€ ¥

Carney warned that the U.S. wants control over Canadian resources, stating, “If
they succeed, they would destroy our way of life.”

FlAT ¥ AdTgaT & F AN FATST F AT W AIAT T8aT &, 378ia) hel, "IN I
mgﬁr,?ﬂaaﬂﬁaha:ra;aﬂﬂ;as‘rwmém"
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